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FROM THE EDITOR 

BY DARREN IVY 

BTN’s Brook Berringer documentary brings up many emotions for Huskers fans as it 
looks back at his “unbeaten” season as a starter in 1994 championship run. 


24 


RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 

BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 

Nebraska's Class of 2015 recruiting class appears at this point to be solid in 
their verbal commitments to the Huskers. 


25 


STATE OF THE HUSKERS 

BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 

The Nebraska men’s basketball team is ranked No. 21 in the preseason with 
junior Terran Petteway garnering national attention for his play last season. 


FEATURE 
14-23 


BY LANNY HOLSTEIN, DARREN IVY & MICHAEL BRUNTZ 
Nebraska freshman Joshua Kalu has emerged as a solid contributor at defensive 
back and special teams in the first half of the season. 


photo galleries. HI's FREE message board, The Bone Yard, is quickly setting a new 
standard for forums in college sports. $9.95 per month. 7-day free trial available. 


SOCIAL MEDIA | Facebook & Twitter 


Join the thousands of other Husker fans that follow facebook 
Huskers Illustrated online. Follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/huskersillustratedfan or on twitter at twitter 


twitter.com/hillustrated. 


The next Huskers Illustrated edition, recapping the Rutgers game and 
previewing the Purdue game, will mail on Monday, Oct. 27. 


2014 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


DATE 
AUG. 30 
SEPT. 6 
SEPT.13 
SEPT. 20 
SEPT. 27 
OCT.4 
OCT.18 
OCT.25 
NOV.1 
NOV.15 
NOV.22 
NOV.28 


OPPONENT 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
MCNEESE STATE 
OTANI 
MIAMI 

ILLINOIS 
@MICHIGANSTATE 
@NORTHWESTERN 
RUTGERS 

PURDUE 

OUTS HUIS 
MINNESOTA 
@IOWA 
@BIGTENTITLE GAME 


SITE 

MEMORIAL STADIUM 
MEMORIAL STADIUM 
FRESNO, CALIF. 
MEMORIAL STADIUM 
MEMORIAL STADIUM 


EASTLANSING, MICH. 


EVANSTON,ILL. 
MEMORIAL STADIUM 
MEMORIAL STADIUM 
MADISON, WIS. 
MEMORIAL STADIUM 
IOWACITY,IA 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


TIME 
2:30P.M. 


11:00A.M. 


9:30P.M. 
7:00 P.M. 
8:00P.M. 
7:00P.M. 
6:30P.M. 
11A.M 
TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 
7PM. 


TV/SCORE 
W,55-7 
W,31-24 
W,55-19 
W, 41-31 
W, 45-14 
L,27-22 
W, 38-17 
ESPN/ESPN2 
a1) 

TBD 

a3) 

a3) 

FOX 


ON THE COVER 


Sophomore wide receiver Jordan Westerkamp, the hero 
of last year's Northwestern game, leads the way for 
senior running back Ameer Abdullah on his 50-yard run 
in the second half. Abdullah finished with a career-high 
four touchdowns and 146 yards to move into the No. 2 
all-time rushing spot at Nebraska. He also became the 
first Husker to rush for 1,000 yards in three seasons and 
the second with more than 4,000 career rushing yards. 
PHOTO BY JOE MIXAN/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 
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BERRINGER’S STORY 
WILL ALWAYS DEFINE 
HUSKER CHARACTER 
BTN DOCUMENTARY 


CAPTURES SPIRIT OF HOW 


BROOK INSPIRED OTHERS 


I know I did when I was fortunate to get a 
viewing of the documentary a few days ear- 
lier. It brought back many personal memo- 
ries and emotions of No. 18 and the impact 
he had on the state of Nebraska. 

I was about a month away from my high 
school graduation when local TV stations 
broke into programming on April 18, 1996 
to break the news that beloved Nebraska 
quarterback Brook Berringer and Tobey 
Lake, the brother of his girlfriend, had died in 
a plane crash north of Lincoln that morning. 

I never got the chance to personally meet 
Berringer, but having been recruited to 
Lincoln for track and field, I was fortunate 
enough that I got to attend many Husker 
home games during the national champion- 
ship seasons in 1994 and 1995 and got to 
watch him play in person. 

The documentary focuses on Berringer’s 
character and about his seven-game un- 
beaten run as a starter in 1994 when Tommie 
Frazier was out with a blood clot in his leg. 

The 42-32 comeback win against Wyo- 
ming in his first start immediately endeared 
him to Husker fans as he played through a 
collapsed lung to lead NU back from a 14-0 
deficit and keep an unbeaten season alive. 

“The only way you are taking me out of 
this game is you going to take me out on a 
stretcher,” Gill remembered Berringer tell- 
ing him that day. “That game defined Brook 
Berringer for the whole state of Nebraska.” 

Added teammates and current BTN ana- 
lyst Damon Benning: “He played hurt, led 
hurt. He led a comeback. He embodied all 
the things you write the great stories about 
for quarterbacks in Nebraska folklore his- 


ie) 


twitter.com/Darrenlvy1 


tory.” 

I will never forget those images of the 
candlelight vigils and of his funeral, which 
was shown live on TV, and the sadness the 
whole state felt. The outpouring was on the 
same level that later would be seen with the 
death of Princess Diana a year later. 

“He may have been the most influential 
player ever at Nebraska,” current running 
backs coach Ron Brown said in the docu- 
mentary. “He was widely admired because 
they saw his character.” 

The Nebraska Song — track No. 18 on 
Sawyer Brown’s 1997 album Six Days on 
the Road — was performed live for the first 
time at the 1997 State Fair concert at the 
Devaney Center. I remember being in at- 
tendance that day as lead singer Mark Miller 
wore Brook’s 1994 Orange Bowl jersey on 
stage for the accoustic version of the song 
about Brook, whom he had met after a 
concert in 1992 in Lincoln when Berringer 
snuck backstage. He later was a pallbearer at 
his funeral. 

The song was supposed to be sung on 
April 19, 1996 at Memorial Stadium when 
the Huskers received their national champi- 
onship rings. The morning of the 18th, the 
day he died, Brook asked Miller to sing it 
over the phone. 

“T grew up in Goodland, Kansas. I turned 
18 today. I’m college bound for Lincoln. Ne- 
braska’s where I’ll stay.” 

Many outside the state had probably 
heard the song before and knew a little bit 
about Berringer’s story, but this documen- 
tary will surely reach a new audience and a 
new generation and cement what all Nebras- 
kans have known about No. 18. 

If you are attending the Rutgers game this 
weekend, take a moment to stop by the life- 
size statue of Brook and Tom Osborne on the 
north side of Memorial Stadium and reflect. 
And given the freshness of the documentary, 
bringing Kleenex might not be a bad idea.. 
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Clockwise from bottom left: 
Dan Whitney, a south Omaha 
native and former mayor of 
Syracuse, dresses up like San- 
ta. Ken and Kate Griffen, now 
live in Chicago but are natives 
of Gretna and Ralston. Bryce 
Graft, 6, plays football with 
his grandpa Mike, who is a na- 
tive of St. Edward. The Grafts 
live in Indiana now. Scott and 
Melissa Blackwell of Bellevue 
take a stroll before the game. 
Two busloads of “The Chil- 
dren Of The Corn” gather for a 
group photo before the game. 
The Wilcox clan of Omaha, aka 
the“N Heads,’ enjoy their fam- 
ily tailgate. Savanna Grotel- 
uschen of Ashland and Jessica 
Anderson of Humphery play 
bean bag toss at their tailgate 
party. Adam Niles, right, and 
Jake Panowicz of Omaha pose 
before the game. Bob and 
John Stephens of Lincoln pose 
in front of their Husker RV they 
drove to the game. 


er 


PT 
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gz 
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NORTHWESTERN 


Huskers ‘stay the course’ on the ground 


Ameer Abdullah scored a career-high four 
touchdowns against the Wildcats. 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JOE MIXAN 
ebraska’s dedication 
to its running game 
and I-back Ameer Ab- 
dullah paid dividends 
in the Cornhuskers’ 

38-17 come-from-behind victory at 

Northwestern. 

After rushing for just 79 yards on 
16 attempts in the first half, Nebraska 
finished with 234 yards on the ground 
on its way to scoring 24 unanswered 
points after the intermission. Abdullah, 
who was held to 68 yards on 15 carries 
through three quarters after a season- 

worst 45-yard rushing output in a 27-22 

loss at Michigan State on Oct. 4, broke 

loose in the fourth quarter for a 50-yard 
run and finished with 146 yards rushing 
on 23 carries. 

“We just stayed the course,” said 

Abdullah, who became the first Husker 


to rush for four touchdowns in a game 
since Taylor Martinez against Kansas 
State in 2010. “Earlier in the game, we 
didn’t run the ball as much as I thought 
we would, but we stuck with it and good 


_ things happened.” 


Nebraska coach Bo Pelini said he was 
pleased with the persistence that offen- 
sive coordinator Tim Beck displayed in 
sticking with Abdullah and the ground 
game. 

“You just keep pounding it and you 
keep running the football,” Pelini said. 
“(Abdullah) doesn’t need a lot of room. 
What I was happy with and what I give 
the offense credit for is we didn’t go 
away from the run. 

“We stuck with it and kept looking 
for different ways and different struc- 
tures and motions and showed North- 
western a lot, knowing that eventually 


: we’d find some things that we really 
- liked and we’d be able to take advantage 
- of them.” 


With his 146-yard rushing effort, Ab- 
dullah boosted his career rushing total 
to 4,001 yards, moving him into the No. 
2 spot on the Nebraska’s all-time career 
charts. 

The senior overtook Ahman Green 


(3,880 career rushing yards) and now 


trails only NU career leader Mike 
Rozier, who had 4,780 career rushing 
yards. 

“Tt doesn’t mean anything if we don’t 
win the rest of these games,” Abdul- 
lah said of surpassing Green for second 


' place. “It’s awesome. I’m in close con- 
© tact with Ahman Green, but it doesn’t 


mean anything. 
“We’ve got to finish off the season 
the right way.” 
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NORTHWESTERN 


Defense rises to occasion in second half 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JOE MIXAN 


_ a | | 


hile Nebraska’s 
offense scored 24 
unanswered points 
to overcome a 17-14 
halftime deficit, the 
play of the Cornhuskers’ defensive unit af- 


look in a 38-17 victory at Northwestern. 

After gaining 262 total yards on 43 
plays in the first half, the Wildcats finished 
with 28 yards of total offense, including 
minus-3 yards rushing, in the final two 
quarters. 

Northwestern averaged just 1.1 yards 
per play and had three first downs in the 
final 30 minutes. 

“We played better,” Nebraska coach 
Bo Pelini said of Nebraska’s defensive 


adjustment.” 


WN i * | \a = 


- 

—_ 
= 
>» 


Nebraska defensive coordinator John 


Papuchis said Northwestern’s offense 
' did force his unit to make several small 
_ changes at halftime. 


“The thing Northwestern does probably 


about as well as anybody we play is they 
ter the intermission was impossible to over- 


understand how we try to match routes 


__ and they tweak their routes from week 

_ to week,” Papuchis said. “We now have 

' apretty big sample against them playing 

: them four times. It’s always a little bit dif- 

: ferent. That’s a credit to them finding ways 
' to out leverage us at times. 


“We need to do a better job of handling 


adjustments early. I thought after the first 

_ Series we got some things squared away 

_ and then they kind of came back on us late 
_ in the first half.” 

improvement. “We didn’t really make a big 


Freshman running back Justin Jackson 


: downs to lead Northwestern, but had one 
_ attempt for three yards in the fourth quarter 
_ as the Wildcats had to go to the air. 


Quarterback Trevor Siemian was 18-of- 


' 39 passing for 173 yards, but was sacked 

_ four times — three times in the second 

_ half —and intercepted once by NU safety 

: Nate Gerry, who made a diving pick in the 
~ endzone. 


Backup defensive tackle Kevin Williams 


_ finished with 2.5 sacks for the Huskers. 

: Linebacker Trevor Roach, who led Ne- 

_ braska with 10 tackles, said Pelini’s words 
_ at halftime inspired NU to regroup. 


“He said you either rise to the occa- 


_ sion or you continue on the path you’re 
: on,” Roach said. “I think we rose to the 
_ occasion. I think all three phases of the 
_ game played good in the second half and it 
_ had 22 carries for 128 yards and two touch- 


turned out well.” 


Defensive tackle Kevin Williams 
celebrates one of his 2.5 sacks 
against Northwestern. 
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Nebraska fights back at Northwestern 


Huskers outscore Wildcats 24-0 in second half of 38-17 win 


STORY BY LANNY HOLSTEIN | PHOTO BY JOE MIXAN 
he script was broken | 
Saturday in Evanston. | 
three | 
tight games with the | 
Wildcats in recent sea- | 
sons, Nebraska finally pulled away and - 
did what was expected of it in a 38-17 | 


After playing 


win. 


It looked like these teams were in for | 
another nail biter at the half with North- | 
western up 17-14 and the teams trading | 
blows. But the Huskers came out of the : 
tunnel in the second stanza with a re- | 
newed poise. The mistakes that plagued | 
them in the first half and in previous | 
seasons — drops, penalties and missed | 


tackles — evaporated. 


“That was a good team effort in the : 
second half,” coach Bo Pelini said. “In | 
the first half, I thought there were some — 
things I wasn’t real happy with, but I — 
don’t think anyone panicked. We stayed | 
with our game plan, and we got better as 


the game went on.” 


Nebraska (6-1, 2-1) outscored North- — 
western 24-0 in the second half. Defen- | 
sively, the Huskers were dominant, only © 
allowing 28 yards of offense, but Pelini 
said there was no magic reason the unit 
clamped down on the Wildcats (3-4, 2-2). 

“We played better. We didn’t really © 
make a big adjustment, you know,” he — [ 
said. “We covered better. We did some : 
things that weren’t bad in the first half, | 
but we were sloppy in our tackling in | 
the first half, let some guys leak out, had | 
one or two miscommunications. I just 
: get the Huskers inside the one-yard line. The 

On the other side of the ball, running ° 
lanes that had been so elusive in the pre- | 
vious seven quarters of Nebraska’s sea- | 
son presented themselves. The fourth | 
quarter especially, was a dominant dis- | 
play. Nebraska ran for 119 yards in the ° 
: was a big time throw, and I thought the one 
“You just keep pounding,” Pelini : 
: big time throw too.” 
going away from that. We kept trying | 
' will power took over. The team had heard | 
_ I see us getting better in some areas,” the 
' coach said. “I see some areas that continue 


thought we cleaned ourselves up.” 


final period. 
said. “I give the offense credit for not 


it with different structures and motions 


and showed them a lot, knowing that | 
' western and how tricky the Wildcats would 
: be on their home turf, but it found a way | 
: to take control of the game before the final 


eventually we found some things that 
we really liked.” 


Quarterback Tommy Armstrong 


— 


tossed in a nifty 17-yard run of his own in 


the second quarter, hurdling a defender to 
- to keep scoring and not let up,” offensive 
- guard Chongo Kondolo said. “We knew 


Nebraska signal caller was at his best in the 


air as well. He completed 18 of 29 passes for 
_ end of the game, they could really win at 
_ any time. We don’t want to stay in a close 


221 yards without throwing an interception. 
“He played really well and led that 


group,” Pelini said. “I know the corner | 
route to De’ Mornay on that third down, that - 
| this weekend feeling much better than they 
' did a week ago. This time they have a win, 
: but there is still more out there, according 
- to Pelini. 


to Alonzo (Moore) on the next drive was a 
In the end, it just seemed like Nebraska’s 


all week about the close games with North- 


Chongo Kondolo (70) provides a 
kick out block for Tommy 
Armstrong Jr. 


: minutes. 


“We just kept talking about how we had 


that Northwestern was a team that, at the 


game with a team like that.” 


The Huskers head home to face Rutgers 


“We’ve still got a long way to go, but 


to need work, but we’re just going to con- 


- tinue to get better.” 
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GameStats 


October 18, 2014 
Ryan Stadium, Evanston, illinois RUSHING NO GAIN LOST NET TD LG AVG RUSHING NO GAIN LOST NET TD LG AVG 
Attendance: 47,330 Jackson,Justin 22 128 O 128 2 27 58 Abdullah,Ameer 23 146 0 146 «4 50 63 
1 2 3 4 F Jones, Tony 1 8 0 8 0 8 80 Armstrong Jr.,Tommy 10 60 5 Sm 0 «C1755 
a é , Vault, Solomon 3 a 2 5 (Gtk Newby, Terrell 423) 0 23 0 9 #58 
il 1 17 
NORTHWESTERN Green, Treyvon 1 2 0 2 C220) Cross, Imani 5 14 0 4 era aer2 
NEBRASKA 0 14 7 17 38 Siemian, Trevor 7 7 33 -26 0 4 -37 TEAM 2 0 4 4 0 oO -2.0 
Totals M4 243 a) 234 4 50 5.3 
w : d m0. 
5:58 NW - Jackson, Justin 2 yd run (Mitchell, 
sack kick) 15-89 5:41 7 0 PASSING CAI YDS TD LONG SACK 
w 10:14 NEB - Abdullah, Ameer 1 yd run (@rown, 7 7 Armstrong Jr., Tommy 18-29-0221 0 46 0 
Drew kick) 7-80 2:38 Pierson-El, DeMornay _—‘1-1-0 16 1 16 0 
1:52 NW - Jackson, Justin 5 yd run (Mitchell, Totals 10-21-1 166 0 46 0 
Jack kick) 10-88 3:07 14 7 RECEIVING NO YARDS 1) LONG 
1:14 NEB - Armstrong, Tommy, 16 yd pass from 1 4 1 4 Shuler, Miles 5 33 0 B RECEIVING NO YARDS i) LONG 
DeMornay Pierson-El (Brown, Drew kick) 3-72 0:38 Bell, Kenny 5 89 0 29 
0:03 NW- Mitchell, Jack 29 yd field goal ee $ Gy 2 i 
x - Mitchell, Jacl eld goa 
ape y' g 1 7 14 Prater, Kyle 3 n 0 9 Abdullah, Ameer 4 1B 0 11 
= Wine Dan 2 2 ° B Pierson-El, DeMornay 3 66 0 46 
4:27 NEB - Abdullah, Ameer 1 yd run (Brown, 7 
03 Drew kick) 11-55 4:52 1 7 2 1 Dickerson, C. a 21 0 15 WESSEL AMEE e a3 0 a 
w 13:16 NEB - Abdullah, Ameer 1 yd run (Brown, 1 7 28 Green, Treyvon 1 23 0 23 Mec Ueto 2 u 0 “ 
Drew kick) 7-77 3:05 Buckley, S. 1 19 0 19 Moore, Alonzo 1 18 0 18 
7:36 NEB - Abdullah, Ameer 1 yd run (Brown, Armstrong Jr, Tommy il 16 1 16 
Drew kick) 9-53 4:27 17 35 ee pieces os pres i“ sees ‘ é = é Foster, Trey 1 6 0 6 
pore aa Drew 33 yd field goal 17 33 fouls Ti hee 
ict PUNTS NO YDS AVG LONG IN20 TBD 
LPUNTS NO YDS__AVG_LONG_1N20 TBD] nr +p Ree 
TEAM STATS Gradone, Chris 8 295 36.9 44 0 0 Foltz, S ; 167 Sa 3 5 5 
‘oltz, Sam ! 
PUNTS KICKOFFS INTERCEPTIONS 
FIRST DOWNS 25 21 RETURNS NO YDS LG | NO YDS LG y NO YDS LG PUNTS KICKOFFS INTERCEPTIONS 
Rushing 12 8 Vault,Solomon 0 0 O 5 101 288 0 O 0 RETURNS NO YDS LG }NO YDS LG | NO YDS LG 
Passing 11 g) 
Abdullah,Ameer 0 O O 1 as 4b 0 o oO 
Penalty 2 a FIELD GOALS QTR TIME DISTANCE RES i ale nea Fa ey xo| hep eee 
rson-El, Dem. 
NET YARDS RUSHING 234 17 Mitchell, Jack 2nd 00:03 29yds_-—Good pears 
Rushing Attempts 44 34 Gerry, Nate 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Average Per Rush DS. 3.4 a Fy i A 
ag DEFENSE TS AT TT SACK-YD TFL-YD FF FR-YD INT-YD BU BLK QBH FIELD GOALS QTR TIME DISTANCE RES 
Rushing Touchdowns 4 2 10H hi eee are So al 
Yards Gained Rushing 243 152 Lt ae Brown, Drew Ist 03:07 39 yds Missed 
Yards Lost Rushing 9 a5 LEO O BU = Uap ee et Sotelo Brown, Drew 4th 04:28 33 yds Good 
NET YARDS PASSING 237 Wis 16lgwebuike,G.4 5 9 - ae se 2 je 8 
Completions-Attempts-Int. 19-30-0 18-39-1 27Harris, Matt 6 0 6 = = 2 = = DEFENSE TS AT TT SACK-YD TFL-YD FF FR-YD INT-YD BU BLK QBH 
Average Per Attempt ue tee 23 VanHoosey N42 6) 3/00 43Roach,Trevor4 610 17 17 - - - - - - 
Average Per Completion 12.5 9.6 55 Smith, D A5G 
Passing Touchdowns 1 0 Crap : fat i ran ee Ouran) O 2 8 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 471 290 18 Walker, Anth. 4 1 5 1 ene 13 Anderson,Z 2 6 8 2 
Total offense plays 74 ss 93 Kuhar,Greg 2 3 5 - se ts = 25Gerry,Nathan2 3 5 1-0 
Average Gain Per Play 6.4 4.0 94Lowry,Dean 13 4 - Gee tsp “12t> FA seece 23 Davie, Daniel 4 0 4 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 0-0 1-0 A 
90Robbins,CJ. 1 2 3 - - oe ee I 
Penalties: Number-Yards 8-83 7-50 Seti Joe 
PUNTS-YARDS 5-167 8-295 96Chapman,M. 2 0 2 Weil si ce 4Gregory,Randy2 2 4 2 
Average Yards Per Punt 33.4 36.9 56Walsh, Brett 10 1 - Dye ie 6 ye a 52 Banderas, Jo. 1 3 4 
Net Yards Per Punt 34.4 33.6 2B Quiero, Kyle 1 0 1 : ae Lar Se aD ges Be: 92 Williams, Kev.2 1 3 2.5-24 3-24 
pee . z ze 9Hall, Jimmy 10 1 soe 98Valentin, Vin. 1 2 3 
+ Yards ‘ 
Touchbacks 0 0 1B Gibson, Deon.1 0 1 oe wok i ee 8 7ACollins,Maliek2 0 2 - 12 
Fair catch 3 3 51 Prater, Jaylen1 0 1 SG se 28 Cockrell, By. 2 0 2 1 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 7-438 4-177 52Fitzpatrick,C.1 0 1 - eG oS Sos oe 90McMullen, Gr. 1 1 2 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 62.6 44.2 98 Washington, X.01 1 me ee te 1EJones, Chris 0 2 2 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 41.0 33.2 99Carter,Chan. 011 - Seay aks Seen 10Kalu,Josh 101 
Touchbacks 2 0 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 3-26-0 0-0-0 —— SNewby Marcus Oia 
biel Per eaacll ‘ 8.7 0.0 } Tommy Armstrong Jr. 31Felici, Joey 0 1 1 
Ki ti :N -Yds-TD ~44- 5-101-0 . ili i 
ickoff returns: Number-Yds- 3 10) delivers a pass against 2C Williams, Kier.0 1 1 
Average Per Return 14.7 20.2 49Weber, Chris 0 1 1 
nterceptions: Number-Yds-TD 1-0-0 0-0-0 Northwestern. 956 Moho 7 BG aa 4 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 0-0-0 0-0-0 oes 
Possession Time 32:49 27:11 
hird-Down Conversions 8 of 15 5 of 16 Corey Cooper 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 0 0of1 makes a tackle 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 6-6 3-3 2 h 
Touchdowns 5-6 23 ELAS Sts e 
Field goals 1-6 ies lcats. 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 4-37 0-0 
PAT Kicks 5-5 2-2 
Field Goals 1-2 1-1 
@ « 
: é 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: the dam finally broke loose late for Nebraska in 
its win over Northwestern. The Wildcats made a concerted effort to shut down 


aan) 
> Ameer Abdullah, and were successful through the first half. Abdullah broke 
SJ through in the second half, finishing with 146 yards rushing on 23 carries and 
four touchdowns. Tommy Armstrong was effective late as well, finishing with 10 carries 
-+y for 55 yards. On the evening, Nebraska finished with 234 yards on the ground. It wasn’t 
3 an overpowering effort, but the Huskers broke Northwestern’s will late. - Michael 


Bruntz 


PASSING OFFENSE: Armstrong finished the game 18-of-29 for 221 


yards in the win. Getting Kenny Bell back helped, as Bell finished with five catch- 
3 es for 89 yards. DeMornay Pierson-El also gave Nebraska a nice new weapon in 
rv] the passing game, grabbing a 46-yard pass in the third quarter, and hauling ina 
3 big catch on third down near the end zone to help set up another score. Pierson-El had 
— Nebraska's only touchdown pass of the day, a 16-yarder to Armstrong. Armstrong made 
big plays with his arm in the second half to help Nebraska keep the chains moving on 
third down - Michael Bruntz 


RUSHING DEFENSE: we grade these things as a complete game, but 


Nebraska's run defense was dominating in the second half. Northwestern had 
some success early in the game behind Justin Jackson, who nearly topped the 
100-yard mark before the break. After halftime, Northwestern managed just 
three yards rushing. Three. Nebraska’s linebackers got aggressive with Northwestern’s 
delayed stretch plays and started stuffing the Wildcats’ runners, including Jackson. With 
the rushing game stopped, Nebraska was free to get after quarterback Trevor Siemian. 
— Michael Bruntz 


PASSING DEFENSE: This wasn’t a Northwestern team of the past, and the 


Huskers were able to get after Siemian late in the game to the tune of four sacks. 
Siemian finished the game 18-of-39 for 173 yards and he threw an interception that 
helped Nebraska swing the momentum in the first half. For the most part, Nebraska 
played good coverage, and mixed up its defense a bit to help deal with Northwestern’s 
crossing routes that have traditionally given Nebraska some issues. The Huskers have 
seen their share of quick passes out of the spread this year, and bottled up the Wildcats 
when they tried to get the ball out out quickly. - Michael Bruntz 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: DeMornay Pierson-El’s reputation is 


starting to really swing the field position battle in Nebraska's favor. Pat Fitzgerald 
talked all week about the respect he had for Pierson-El, and that held up Saturday. 
Northwestern were out of its way to not kick to Pierson-El, and also made sure to 

try to give its coverage units enough time to get down and try to bottle up the Husker 
freshman. Drew Brown finished 1-of-2 on field goal attempts, and hit two of his seven 
kickoffs for touchbacks. Once again, Nebraska on the special teams battle - Michael 
Bruntz 


oli TeldiateReltrlacgerla Mou aaleliciicelire Bie 
on what the coaches 
expect of him: 
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FIRST DRIVE STILL KILLING 
HUSKER DEFENSE 


Nebraska allowed another first-drive touchdown 
to open the game Saturday night in Evanston. The 
Wildcats went 89 yards in 15 plays, picking up seven 
first downs in the process. When running back Justin 
Jackson took it two yards for the score, it marked the 
fifth time in seven games that the Huskers’ opponent 
scored on its opening possession of the game. 

“Tt’s a variety of things,’ Husker defensive end 
Greg McMullen said. “Maybe it’s a little bit of d-line 
stuff, d-backs, linebackers, you know, but the defense 
as a whole, we want to eliminate that. We don’t want 
to give up a free seven points the first drive.” 

Following the first score, Nebraska held Northwest- 
ern out of the endzone on its next four possessions. The 
defense tightened up, according to McMullen. 

“That’s the team that everyone likes to see, the Ne- 
braska Cornhuskers getting after it.” 


PIERSON-EL SHOWS ANOTHER 
DIMENSION TO HIS GAME 


Wide receiver De’ Mornay Pierson-E] is doing it all 
for the Huskers this season. Everybody knows about 
his ability as a punt returner, and Northwestern kept 
the ball out of his hands for the most part on Saturday, 
but the freshman was still able to make his presence 
felt in other ways. 

The Virginia native caught three balls for 66 yards 
and he threw a 16-yard touchdown pass as well. His 
role in the offense is expanding with each week, ac- 
cording to coach Bo Pelini. 

“T think he’s growing into it. He’s able to handle 
a lot more,” the coach said. “We’re continuing to 
move him around, playing A and Z and some differ- 
ent things. He’s not just a returner, you know. He’s a 
really good returner, but he’s an excellent receiver.” 

Pierson-El’s touchdown pass came in the second 
quarter when the Huskers needed a little spark to get 
them going after a slow start. 

“De’Mornay used to play quarterback in high 
school, so it’s a play that Tim put in for the week,” 
Pelini said. “We liked the play, get them thinking 
speed sweep or reverse with one of those guys. I was 
a little nervous about where he called it, but that’s 
why Tim calls the plays and I don’t.” 


DT KEVIN WILLIAMS HAS COMING 
OUT PARTY WITH 2.5 SACKS 


Defensive tackle Kevin Williams took the long, 
hard road to success, but the redshirt junior hit pay 
dirt on Saturday. After sufferening knee injury after 
knee injury early in his career, the defensive lineman 
put up a 2.5 sack night against the Wildcats. 

“Kevin played well. I know he was excited to be 
out there,” coach Bo Pelini said. “Vincent (Valentine) 


dinged up his elbow, b ou know what? Kevin had a 
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great week of practice, and in my experience, 
when you practice well, you are going to play 
well.” 

Williams is finally feeling fully healthy af- 
ter dealing with various injuries the past few 
seasons. He went down with a minor injury 
earlier this year as well, so Pelini was a little 
hesitant to put him in when Valentine needed 
to be taken out. 

“He’s feeling healthy now,” Pelini said. “I 
wish the field wasn’t the way it was, though. It 
was a little soft out there, but I thought it was a 
little bit of a boost for Kevin.” 

Fellow defensive lineman Greg McMullen 
felt good for his friend getting some time in 
the limelight. He said Williams looked like he 
was having fun out on the field. 

“When you go out there and you are mak- 
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: ing plays, whether it be a quarterback hurry, a 
' sack, tackle for loss, or a breakup or whatever, | 
: you play the game with a passion,” McMullen | 
' said. “The only time you can have fun on the 
' football field is when you are kicking some- 
: body’s butt, you know?” 


Husker running back Ameer Abdullah ran 


: for 146 yards on 23 carries against the Wild- 
: cats to go over 1,000 yards on the season. 


The effort made him the first Husker to ever 


_ run for 1,000 yards in three separate seasons. 
: He also took his career rushing total to 4,001 
_ yards, moving him ahead of Ahman Green and 
: into second all time on the Nebraska career 
_ rushing list. The onl ils is Mi 


layer he trails is Mike 


a 
Kenny Bell comes down with 
one of his)five catches 

'> against Northwestern. 


: Rozier, who ran for 4,780 yards in his career. 


Senior receiver Kenny Bell caught five 
passes for 89 yards in tonight’s game. Bell now 


: has 161 career receptions, leaving him just five 
' catches shy of Nate Swift’s NU career record 
: of 166 receptions. Bell now has 2,410 career 
: receiving yards to move within 69 yards of 
: Johnny Rodgers’ school record of 2.479 career 


receiving yards. Bell has caught a pass in 22 
straight games since not catching a pass at Iowa 


: in 2012. The 22-game streak is the fourth-long- 
~ est in school history. Prior to not having a catch 
_ at Iowa two seasons ago, Bell had a catch in 23 
- straight games giving him at least one catch in 
_ 45 of the last 46 games. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
ABOVE: TREVOR ROACH 
ti * BATTLES THROUGH A 
- ee Yee ) STIFF ARMTO MAKE 
THE , ONE OF HIS TEAM-HIGH 
10 TACKLES ON SAT- 
URDAY. SENIOR WIDE 
RECEIVER KENNY BELL 
FIGHTS FOR ONE OF HIS 
FIVE CATCHES FOR 89 
YARDS. TOMMY ARM- 
STRONG JR. HAULS INA 
16-YARD TOUCHDOWN 
PASS FROM DE’MORNAY 
PIERSON-EL. AMEER 
ABDULLAH PICKS UP 
BLOCKS FROM SAM COT- 
TON (84) AND CHONGO 
KONDOLO (70). JOSH 
KALU (10), CHRIS JONES 
(15) AND AUSTIN WIL- 
LIAMS (24) MAKE A 
TACKLE ON SPECIAL 
TEAMS. NATE GERRY 
MAKES AN INTERCEP- 
TION IN THE END ZONE. 


PHOTOS BY 
JOE MIXAN 
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Josh Kalu (10) defends against Northwest- 
ern on Saturday night in Evanston, Illinois. 


< #KALU COMES 
INTO HIS OWN © 
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By Darren Ivy, Lanny Holstein and Michael Bruntz 
of ee HI’S TOP 


Joshua Kalu might be out over his wheels, but don’t tell him that. 


The true freshman cornerback is wide eyed and excitable, enjoying BIG TEN CAREER 


every minute of his newfound success as a Husker defensive back. He’s 


talented and comes from a solid background in football, so stepping up ALL-PURPOSE 


to the plate, as Kalu did in the first quarter against Michigan State a few 
weeks ago, was nothing crazy to the young defender. 

“When DD (Daniel Davie) went down, the coaches were like ‘you’re YARDAGE LEADERS 
up,” Kalu said. “So I went in there.” 7 

Kalu more than held his own against the tall, physical Spartan re- 
ceiving corps. He didn’t draw Tony Lippett, the top MSU target, but 
Kalu was happy with the shot he was given just the same. 

“Just the fact that they are trusting me out there in a big game on 
a physical, bigger guy and for me to do what I did, it’s pretty good,” 
Kalu said. 

What Kalu did in that game was made even more impressive by the 
fact that he hadn’t practiced a snap at cornerback all season before the 
game. 

Nebraska had him at nickel and dime back early in the season and 
didn’t have any intention of moving him until Davie went down with 
an injury and backup corner Jonathan Rose was beat for a touchdown 
his first play of the game. 

Now, Kalu practices on both the inside and outside during the week 
to be ready wherever he’s needed. 

“I’m starting to feel more comfortable there, and they’re starting to 
give me more reps at the corner position so that just in case something 
like that happens again, I’ll be prepared,” Kalu said. 

The differences in playing nickel or dime to cornerback may not 
seem like that big of a deal to the average fan, but Kalu insists that 
there is more to it than meets the eye. He adapts his playing style to 
where he’s playing. 

“The inside is more about jamming, more collisions and slowing 
him down, working out of a coverage base,” Kalu said. “You have 
to cover the guy working with leverage and things like that. The guy 
can go inside or outside, do whatever he wants, so it is a lot more 
footwork.” 

As far as corner goes, Kalu said it’s a lot less physical and technique 


oriented. E} ANTHONY THOMPSON, INDIANA 


Ameer Abdullah , aa 
moved into\the top 
five all-time for Bigh 
TenjAll-Purpose 
NEMCSEYs ELMS 
Northwestern’ e. j 


Bei! 4 
= ‘ 


—_ __ aaa 


JIMMY. RASH/HUSKERS|IULUSTRATED Sanna 


RON DAYNE, WISCONSIN 
7,429 yards (1996-99) 


ARCHIE GRIFFIN, OHIO STATE 
6,559 yards (1972-75) 


Covering the other team’s top wide receiver on the outside is more 
about anticipation and ball skills, according to the freshman. 

Kalu didn’t use the word “smart” himself, but everything he says 
points to his natural ability to learn being the key to his quick success 
story as a Husker. 

“T don’t know if I learn things faster than others or if I just pick up 
the concepts faster than others and apply them on the field,” he said. “I DOREIN BRYANT, PURDUE 
ee a helps me a lot, being able to play different places on the 6,219 yards (2004-07) 


6,466 yards (1986-89) 


AMEER ABDULLAH, NEBRASKA 
6,263 yards (2011-14) 


Playing multiple spots also helps Kalu get better at each individual In addition to his 146 rushing yards against 
position. Northwestern, Ameer Abdullah totaled 13 
“Having to know all three of the corner, the nickel and the dime is receiving yards and 15 kick return yards for 


pretty difficult, but I feel like I’m doing a good job,” he said. “Knowing 
all that tells you what the other guy is doing and you know your lever- 
ages, your concepts.” 
Moving around in the secondary actually has Kalu feeling right at pees 
fiance ea ay tinduph tha season : . ante career all-purpose yardage list in the North- 
He wasn’t sure what his role would be early in the year, but it’s be- western game, passing Jamie Morris (Michi- 
coming clear to him he’s a big part of the defense. gan, 6,201 yards) and Dorein Bryant (Purdue, 
“I knew that I fit in there somewhere in the grand scheme of things, 6,219 yards). 
but actually playing, you get a better feel for it,” he said. 


174 all-purpose yards to increase his career 
all-purpose yardage total to 6,263. Abdul- 
lah moved into fourth place on the Big Ten 
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Coach Bo Pelini sat down 
for his weekly chat with media 
this past Monday in a relaxed 
an open mood. The coach 
dished on everything from how 
his team would respond to its 
first loss of the season to where 
he has improved as a head 
coach. At one point, he went 
off on some of the distractions 
that can hinder any football 
team in this day and age. 

“There has to be some time 
where you have to put your 
PlayStation down, put your 
phone down, turn the TV off 
and go through your notes at 
night,” Pelini said. “That’s 
how you earn it on Saturday. It 
doesn’t just magically happen, 
it comes from hard work and 
dedication. 

“’m not saying our guys 
aren’t working hard and dedi- 
cated, but there is an extra lev- 
el that you need to go to where 
you’re totally prepared and 
you’re confident to play freely 
and confidently and be at the 
level you need to execute.” 

Sometimes Pelini said he 
feels like his guys aren’t fol- 
lowing the game plan or the 
instructions that he and _ his 
staff have meticulously come 
up with throughout the week. 
They go off script and it hurts 
them in what he infamously 
calls “execution.” 

“When you’re out there and 
the bullets are flying, stay- 
ing with the way you’re be- 
ing coached to do it, if you’re 
asked to play with a certain 
kind of leverage or to play a 
certain way, play it that way,” 
Pelini said. “Don’t let mental 
fatigue or physical fatigue or 
anything else come into play. 
You’ve got to do it the way 
you’re being coached to do it.” 

It’s tougher than it seems, 
and Pelini admitted that as 
well. 

“(Guys) just get out there 
and try to survive rather than 
trusting the preparation,’ he 


TONY KIEHN/HUSKERS/IULUSTRATED 


said. “It sounds easier than it 
is. When you get out there, and 
you’re out there on an island, 
you put yourself on an island 
when you don’t necessarily 
need to be. You have help.” 


On Tuesday, Nebraska of- 
fensive coordinator Tim Beck 
spoke with the media for the 
first time since the middle 
September, breaking down 
the Michigan State game and 
what’s ahead with Northwest- 
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Nebraska head football coach Bo Pelini 
comes out before the Fresno State game 
earlier this season. Pelini would like his 
players to focus better on football by do- 
ing away with some external distractions. 


em. 

Beck said Nebraska didn’t 
play fundamentally sound in 
the loss to Michigan State, and 
missed opportunities to make 
plays. Nebraska struggled all 
night to get push in the run- 
ning game or keep quarterback 
Tommy Armstrong off the 
ground in the loss to the Spar- 
tans. The offensive coordina- 
tor said Michigan State didn’t 
do anything defensively that it 
hadn’t done before. 

“We didn’t play fundamen- 
tally very sound,” Beck said. 


OCTOBER 25, 2014 


“We try to pride ourselves and 
trademark on that, but we didn’t 
show that anyways. I wouldn’t 
say everybody played like that, 
but we didn’t show it on film 
and ultimately it hurt us.” 

The offensive line struggled 
in the loss, particularly on the 
right side of the line. In past 
games, Nebraska had been ag- 
gressive with rotating its line- 
men, but went primarily with 
its starting five. That group 
struggled, and Beck said Ne- 
braska went with the players 
who they thought would given 
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How often do you see Ron Kellogg and 
does he always bring up the Hail Mary? 

“He pops in and out, and I see him here 
and there. Probably every time I see him it 
gets brought up. He’s not around that much, 
but when he is, yeah, it always gets brought 
up. We’ll just joke about it.” 


That’s probably your favorite catch, but 
what’s the best catch you’ve made at Ne- 
braska? 

“T don’t really look at it like that. Catching 
the ball is just something that, as a wide re- 
ceiver, you have to do, so I just try to remain 
humble with that. I don’t look at anything be- 
ing my best catch, it’s just what’s expected.” 


How has the season started for you per- 
sonally in your mind? 

“Getting some experience last year was 
great learning experience, learned a lot from 
that, and now, going out this season, it seems 
like things have slowed down. With anything, 
the more you do something, the more com- 
fortable you feel with it. This year has been 
a lot easier, reading defenses and running 
routes.” 


Is the connection you have with Tommy 
(Armstrong) a result of the time you’ve spent 
together or is it a result of necessity and the 
banged up receivers? 

“A little bit of both, probably. We have 
some banged up guys, and everybody’s been 
stepping up, everybody. Injuries are a part of 
the game, but they stink.” 


How much time did you spend with 
Tommy this summer catching passes? 

“A lot. Because I lived with him, it was 
a lot of throwing the ball, working out, 
watching film, doing this and that. I spent a 
lot of time with the guy, and obviously, he’s 
my best friend. So that made it a lot easier 
to go out and throw the ball, run routes, do 
whatever.” 


JORDAN WESTERKAMP 
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Nebraska sophomore wide receiver Jordan 
Westerkamp returned home to Illinois on Saturday to 
face Northwestern in a rematch of the 2013 game in 
which he caught the Hail Mary to give NU the victory. 


Story By LANNY HOLSTEIN e Photo By MITCH OTTO 


Working with him, was that more of a 
spur of the moment thing, or did you have a 
schedule with him? 

“Tt was a spur of the moment thing for the 
most part, but we worked out a ton in the 
summer here for summer workouts. What we 
would do is stick around after and throw the 
ball extra. On the weekends in the summer, 
we have those days off, but we would still go 
throw the ball around.” 


When did you first start honing your wide 
receiver skills? 

“Probably in third grade when I first started 
playing on an actual team. My dad played 
college wide receiver, so he took it upon 
himself early to make me run routes and catch 
a thousand balls. He would make me go out 
there in the summer and catch passes every 
day since I was this tall.” 


Do you feel like that level of training is 
paying off? 

“Tt’s like anything, the more you do some- 
thing, the better you will be with it, the more 
natural you will become with it. At this point 
it is like second nature.” 


Did you ever resist your dad when he 
wanted you to go out and play catch? 

“Oh, yeah. There were those moments 
where I didn’t want to do it. Even in high 
school, there would be fights and whatnot, 
but it is what it is. He was also my wide 
receiver coach in high school, so there 
would be times where I would come home 
and throw my spikes up in my room, and my 
mom would be like “What happened?” and 
my dad would come in laughing or some- 
thing like that.” 


Is that why you have the hands you have 
today? 

“Yeah. I mean, doing that consistently is 
why I am good at it. I definitely attribute that 
just to straight repetition.” 
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them the best opportunity to 
make plays. 

“Probably would play those 
other guys more,” Beck said. 
“T don’t know. You have a guy 
you trust and you know has 
done a good job, when do you 
pinch hit for him? We felt like 
they were due and eventually 
make a play and get a little mo- 
mentum and a little spark and 
we didn’t do it.” 

The Huskers will face a sim- 
ilar opponent, at least philoso- 
phy-wise, this weekend against 
Northwestern. 

Beck said Northwestern is 
a_bend-but-don’t-break style 
defense that makes opponents 
grind out long drives and re- 
ally earn points in the red zone. 
Nebraska has struggled with 
turnovers against Northwest- 
ern in the past three meetings, 
and Beck said Nebraska needs 
to do a better job of finishing 
off drives and taking care of 
the ball. 

“They are well-coached,” 
Beck said of Northwestern. 
“They don’t do a lot schemati- 
cally, but what they do, they do 
well. Like Michigan State.” 

During the bye week, Beck 
said Nebraska got back to the 
basics a bit in preparation for 
facing Northwestern. 

“Just improving and work- 
ing on little things like pad lev- 
el, trying not over-coach our 
guys too much,” Beck said. “I 
thought we thought a little too 
much against Michigan State,” 
he said. “Trying to be perfect 
all the time, you have to play 
fast and hard. If you play try- 
ing not to make a mistake, you 
usually do.” 


The Husker coaching staff 
sat down and looked over the 
punt return game this offseason 
and revamped the way they did 
things. After finishing dead last 
nationally in that phase a year 
ago, something needed to be 
changed, according to coach 


Bo Pelini. 

“It was a_ philosophical 
change,” he said. “At times I 
found myself a year ago not 
wanting to give up possession 
on a fake, and we still have 
that philosophy. We don’t want 
to give up possession and have 
them get something on us, but 
I studied it a little harder in the 
offseason.” 

The team is a lot more ag- 
gressive in the way it does 
things this year. Instead of par- 
alyzing itself in the threat of a 
fake, the punt return unit looks 
for big returns. 

“T believe I handcuffed the 
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way we did things a year ago,” 
Pelini said. “I studied it in the 
offseason and found some dif- 
ferent ways to accomplish the 
same thing that we were trying 
to get done. Being more ag- 
gressive as far as one, going 
after blocks, and two, being 
able to get looks.” 

That aggressiveness has 
opened up lanes for true fresh- 
man De’Mornay Pierson-El 
who already has a couple of 
trips to the end zone as a result. 

“If you’re not aggressive 
up front, then it’s like having a 
bunch of gunners on the field,” 
Pelini said. “That’s a situation 
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DeMornay Pierson-El returns 
a punt against Fresno State 
earlier in the season. Pierson- 
Eljisia big reason for NU’s 
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where we found ourselves in, 
plus at times, we put the ball on 
the ground. We dropped kicks 
and stuff like that. No matter 
how you look at it, that’s go- 
ing to make you look bad do- 
ing that.” 

The main cogs in punt re- 
turn game, according to Pelini, 
are the jammers. Those are the 
guys on the outside respon- 
sible for holding off the oppos- 
ing gunners. The coach said he 
gives a lot of credit to those 
guys for keeping lanes open 
and getting Pierson-El into the 
clear on more than a few occa- 
sions. 
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“Those are the guys who usu- 
ally have it,” Pelini said. “That 
can be a number of different 
guys depending on how we’ve 
schemed it, but the guys that 
have the one-on-one on the out- 
side, when they’re free to release 
guys, those are the guys that have 
got to win to give youa chance at 
the start, and our guys have done 
a pretty good job at that.” 

Josh Kalu and Chris Jones 
have held that role in the early 
portion of the season, so a hats 
off to them from the head coach. 


COACHES SEEK RIGHT 

LINEBACKERS COMBO 
The linebacking corps. re- 
mains a work in progress a little 
over halfway through the season. 
The Huskers are still looking for 
consistency and dominant play 
out of its second line defensively. 
“Obviously, I thought David 
(Santos) was playing really well 
before he got hurt,’ coach Bo 
Pelini said. “(Trevor) Roach did 
some good things the other day 
too, and Zaire (Anderson) is get- 


ting better as time goes on.” 

The team is still looking for 
that spark beyond the top guys 
to push them and maybe make 
something happen on the depth 
chart. Right now, the leading 
candidate to do that is redshirt 
freshman Courtney Love. 

“Courtney Love is really 
starting to get better,” Pelini said. 
“We've started mixing him into 
some different personnel group- 
ings and getting him ready to 
play.” 

Love might seem younger 
because he didn’t play as a true 
freshman, but he’s actually in the 
same class as fellow linebacker 
Josh Banderas — a player that 
was passed over by Roach ear- 
lier in the season. Banderas is 
progressing as well, according to 
Pelini. 

“T think Bando (Josh Ban- 
deras) is getting better,” the 
coach said. “He’s getting more 
confident as the season goes on. 
I’d say it’s a group that’s a work 
in progress. I’ve seen a lot of dif- 
ferent styles of offenses. Haven’t 
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played a ton of base, so we’ve 
been playing a lot of two line- 
backer sets and that type of thing. 
I think that it’s a group that has 
to keep improving as the season 
goes on.” 


PIERSON-EL ALWAYS 
THINKING AHEAD 

De’Mornay Pierson-El isn’t 
your average punt returner. He 
doesn’t wait for the ball to come 
down before he starts making 
guys miss and making things 
happen. 

Oh, no. Pierson-El is already 
setting himself up for a big return 
while the ball is in the air. The 
true freshman likes to stay back 
behind the ball and come up as 
it’s coming down, so he catches 
it with some motion, similar to 
how an outfielder would catch 
a baseball before the makes a 
throw to the plate. 

“T don’t really like to catch 
it flat footed,” he said. “I don’t 
think you have any momentum 
at all, so I try to get behind it 
and kind of roll into it. That was 
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Linebackers Marcus Newby 
(3); David, Santos (411), Austin 
and Trevor Roach 

trot onto the fieldiat’ 

7 FresnojState, 


I have some momentum going 
forward, so if I get hit it won’t be 
that bad. That’s the way I look at 
it.” 

It’s all part of the scheme, ac- 
cording to Pierson-El. He’s just 
trying to get the first couple guys 
down the field off their game and 
then make something happen 
from there. And should he get to 
the next level, Pierson-El knows 
where he’s running. 

“T know where the guys are 
the make excellent blocks,” he 
said. “So I try to set them up and 
run behind them.” 


2016 NORTHWESTERN 
GAME MOVED TO SEPT. 24 

The Big Ten Conference an- 
nounced Wednesday that the 
date for Nebraska’s 2016 foot- 
ball game at Northwestern has 
been changed. 

The teams will now meet in 
Evanston, IIl., on Sept. 24, 2016. 
The game had previously been 
scheduled for Oct. 8, 2016. 

The Huskers’ trip to North- 
western will be the 2016 Big Ten 
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NEBRASKA'S 
2015 TO 2018 
OPPONENTS 


2015 SCHEDULE 


Opponent Location 


BYU Lincoln, Neb. 
South Alabama Lincoln, Neb. 


Miami (Fla.) 
Southern Miss 


Miami, Fla. 
Lincoln, Neb. 


Illinois Champaign, Ill. 


Wisconsin Lincoln, Neb. 
Minnesota 
Northwestern 
Purdue 
Michigan State 
Rutgers 

lowa Lincoln, Neb. 
Big Ten Game 


2016 SCHEDULE 
Opponent Location 
Fresno State Lincoln, Neb. 
Wyoming Lincoln, Neb. 
Oregon Lincoln, Neb. 
Northwestern Evanston, Ill. 
Illinois Lincoln, Neb. 
Indiana 
Purdue 
Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Maryland 


Lincoln, Neb. 


Lincoln, Neb. 


Lincoln, Neb. 
Madison, Wis. 


Lincoln, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 


lowa lowa City, la. 


Big Ten Game 
2017 SCHEDULE 


Opponent Location 

TBA Lincoln, Neb. 
Oregon Eugene, Ore. 
Northern Illinois Lincoln, Neb. 
Rutgers Lincoln, Neb. 


Illinois Champaign, Ill. 


Madison, Wis. 
Lincoln, Neb. 


Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Purdue 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Penn State 
lowa Lincoln, Neb. 
Big Ten Game 


2018 SCHEDULE 
Opponent Location 
Akron Lincoln, Neb. 
Colorado Lincoln, Neb. 
Troy Lincoln, Neb. 
Michigan 
Purdue 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Ohio State 
Illinois Lincoln, Neb. 
Michigan State — Lincoln, Neb. 


Lincoln, Neb. 


Lincoln, Neb. 
Madison, Wis. 
Evanston, Ill. 

Lincoln, Neb. 


lowa lowa City, lowa 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Big Ten Game 
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Minneapolis, Minn. 
West Lafayette, Ind. 
Piscataway, N.J. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


Bloomington, Ind. 


Columbus, Ohio 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


West Lafayette, Ind. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
State College, Pa. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Columbus, Ohio 


Wide receiver Kenny Bell, 
whojmissed the’second) 
half ofithe Michigan State, 
was back in actionjagainst 
Northwestern: 


JOE MDS S TUS uy) 
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opener for both teams. Nebraska opens the 
season with non-conference home games 
against Fresno State, Wyoming and Or- 
egon. Nebraska returns home to face IIli- 
nois on Oct. 1, 2016, and will now have an 
open date on Oct. 8, 2016. The 2016 sea- 
son is the first year for nine-game Big Ten 
Conference schedules. The Huskers have 
four Big Ten home games in 2016, along 
with five road league contests. 


HUSKERS COMPLETE 2018 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 

Nebraska has completed its 2018 non- 
conference football schedule with the ad- 
dition of a home game against the Univer- 
sity of Akron. 

The Huskers will play host to the Zips 
in the season opener on Sept. 1, 2018. 
The matchup will be the second all-time 
meeting between Nebraska and Akron. 
The Huskers defeated Akron, 59-14, in the 
1997 season opener at Memorial Stadium. 

Akron is coached by Terry Bowden, 
who is in his third season at the school. The 
Zips own a 4-2 record in 2014, including a 
victory at Pittsburgh. 

The matchup with Akron completes a 
2018 non-conference schedule that also 
includes home games against Colorado 
(Sept. 8) and Troy (Sept. 15). 

Nebraska will play nine Big Ten games 
in 2018, including four home contests 
against Purdue, Minnesota, Illinois and 
Michigan State. The Huskers’ 2018 road 


® 


schedule includes games at Michigan, at 
Wisconsin, at Northwestern, at Ohio State 
and at Iowa. 

With the exception of one non-confer- 
ence game to be scheduled in 2017, Nebras- 
ka’s future schedules are complete through 
the 2019 season. 


WIDE RECEIVER GROUP GROWS 

Nebraska has been paper thin at wide re- 
ceiver this fall as injuries have bit the group 
over the last couple weeks. 

The Huskers are already without fresh- 
man wide receiver Glenn Irons and sopho- 
more Sam Burtch for the year. The Huskers 
then lost Kenny Bell during the Michigan 
State game. 

Offensive coordinator Tim Beck said the 
injuries and moving players around, con- 
tributed to timing issues with quarterback 
Tommy Armstrong. 

“Sometimes the timing is off, sometimes 
they’re not used to playing a different po- 
sition,” Beck said. “It presents some inde- 
cision and timing issues, and that’s what 
happened. Those were there, but we didn’t 
connect on them.” 

On Tuesday, both Bell and Reilly were 
back in uniform, bolstering the depth in the 
group. 

“Tt helps a lot,” Armstrong said. “We had 
guys bumped up, but having fresh legs out 
there helps, and helps the receiving corps to 
have fresh legs after certain routes that we 
run. It’s helping our offense.” 
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Class of 2015 seem committed to Huskers 


Each season Nebraska 
recruits and eventually lands 
commits from players that 
ultimately decide not to call 
Lincoln home. 

Over the past couple years 
there’s been the expected 
decommitments from players 
like Jason Hall or Debo Jones 
when an in-state school comes 
calling to a previously over- 
looked players. There’s been 
the slow play surprise like 
when Dan Samuelson decided 
he’d rather be a Michigan man 
than part of Nebraska’s 2013 
class. Then, of course, there’s 
the what the heck decisions 
that catch everyone by sur- 
prise like Terrell Clinkscales 
and Darius Slade last January 


or Christian Lacouture’s weird : 


month of October in 2012. 

Decommitments happen 
every year and it’s possible a 
commitment with Nebraska’s 
current 12-man 2015 class 
could end up signing some- 
where else in February. Here’s 
a look at each player and the 
likelihood of a flip. 


Going nowhere group 
No. 12-7 

Defensive back Avery 
Anderson, defensive tack- 
les Carlos Davis and Khalil 
Davis, offensive linemen 
Michael Decker and Christian 
Gaylord and cornerback Eric 
Lee are the safest bets to end 
up Huskers in February. All 
six of these players are part of 
the 500-mile radius and have 
been to Lincoln at least a half 
dozen times. 

Anderson, Gaylord and 


Lee all committed in February 


and have been part of the text 
group, part of NU’s top peer 
recruiters and have not shown 


: one bit of interest in another 
- school since committing. 


The Davis twins followed 


shortly thereafter in March 

: and have family connections 

: to the school. Neither have 

: tweeted about offers or other 
' visits, don’t engage opposing 
: fan bases and generally have 
: no interest in another school 

: than Nebraska. 


Decker, the only in-state 


» commit in this group, made 

: his decision in April and has 

_ shown no indication that he’s 
considering other teams or 

: picking up other offers at this 
' point. 


Georgia on their minds? 
No. 6 and No. 5 
Two of the more interesting 


: commitments to consider flip- 
_ ping would be Nekyle Lundie 
- and Aaron Williams. Both 

: are Georgia residents from 

' the Atlanta area and it would 

: certainly be interesting to see 
: what would happen if there 

: was an opportunity to play for 
: the in-state Bulldogs. 


However, it’s not really 


_ apparent at this time if either 
are targets for Georgia, plus 

_ both were recruited heavily 

_ by Charlton Warren and he 

: appears to have a great rela- 

: tionship with each recruit. Ad- 
» ditionally, Williams is an early 
- enrollee and his whole family 

_ has been to Nebraska after 
driving up from Atlanta for 

: an official visit. He’s signed 

_ paperwork already and the 

- decision is nothing but solid at 
- this point. 


The Wild Card 
No. 4 
In a category all to his self 


: is quarterback/athlete Kevin 
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: Dillman. The whole recruiting 
_ process with Dillman has been 
_ one of the most interesting 

_ things that has happened with 

_ the Huskers since Pelini took 

_ over. The quarterback changed 
_ schools, states, doesn’t play 

_ varsity and for now his spot 

_ with Nebraska is still being 

- honored. The fact that hasn’t 

_ changed makes it seem that 

_ the Huskers have interest in 

_ finding a spot for Dillman 

_ somewhere. 


However, if he feels that 


- could change he could look 

: elsewhere, but he’s not going 

- to get any major offers at this 

» juncture. It would have to be a 
» move to another school for the 
- Opportunity to play quarter- 

» back — if he feels like that 

» can’t happen in Lincoln. Just 

: a guess but he’ll be a Husker 

» in 2015. 


Just flirting? 
No. 3 and No. 2 
Neither has acted on 


anything yet but both Mirko 

: Jurkovic and Daishon Neal are 
: attracting attention from teams 
: besides Nebraska. 


Jurkovic was originally 


_ expected to visit Florida unof- 
- ficially last weekend, but the 

_ offensive lineman never made 
_ the trip. It’s unclear if he de- 

_ cided this on his own or if he 

_ was dissuaded by Nebraska, 

_ but it’s very clear that Florida 
_ is still in the picture. Factor- 

_ ing in Nebraska’s favor is that 
_ Florida is in the middle of a 

- dumpster fire season and the 

- coaching staff isn’t assured of 
- much job stability. Meanwhile 
_ Jurkovic is expected in Lin- 

- coln when the Huskers host 
the Gophers in late November. 


Neal has been hearing 


from Notre Dame, Oregon 


: and USC. The defensive end 
' hasn’t taken any visits how- 
_ ever and John Papuchis made 


a visit to Neal’s school during 


. the bye week. Additionally, 

_ it’d be interesting to see Neal 

_ Jean another direction after 

» having Randy Gregory and 

: Alex Lewis at his game last 

: weekend. You don’t see some- 
: thing like that often. 


Causing stress 
No. 1 
No big surprise here as the 


rumors of Kendall Bussey 
: ultimately flipping started as 


soon as he committed back in 


February. The noise has never 
: been louder following a visit 


to Texas A&M over the past 


: weekend. While the Aggies 
' were far from impressive on 
: the field the early reports are 


the visit went well and that 


Texas A&M will court him ag- 
_ gressively going forward. 


The Aggies are taking up 


: to three running backs in an 
' Air Raid offense. The Husk- 
ers plan to take just one — and 


will be looking to replace 


: Ameer Abdullah following 

_ this season. It’ll be interesting 
_ to watch this one play out and 
' for now it seems like Bussey 

: will be the recruit causing the 
: most panic attacks until sign- 
| ing day. 


Already gone 
Bonus group! 
Hunter Dale and Spencer 


Tears. Remember them? Both 
: decommitted during the sum- 


mer and neither have landed 


- with another team since. N 
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Terran Petteway, men’s 
basketball team earns 
respect, No. 21 ranking 


BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


THOUGH THE SEASON opener won’t take place for 
another three weeks, excitement about Nebraska basket- 
ball is at an all-time high, even as Nebraska football is just 
beginning a huge stretch of its Big Ten season. 

One big reason for the excitement is the return of junior 
Terran Petteway, who is coming off a breakout season a 
year ago and has already been mentioned as a possible 
NBA Draft pick next spring if he chooses to leave school 
early. 

This time last year, Petteway was a little-known trans- 
fer from Texas Tech who was coming off a redshirt year. 
Those around Nebraska’s program knew that Petteway 
had the stuff to be a gamebreaker, but he hadn’t shown it 
yet — publicly — on the floor. He quickly showed what he 
could do, and ended the season as the Big Ten’s leading 
scorer, while serving as offensive, and emotional leader in 
Nebraska’s run to the NCAA Tournament. 

“He’s a workhorse who really, really cares about win- 
ning,” teammate and fellow captain Shavon Shields said. 
“With him, it’s not about if he scores 25 points. As long as 
we win, he’s fine and happy. He’s going to be upset with 
himself if he has a bad game, but that’s the thing about 
him. He really, truly cares about winning. He’s a super, su- 
per hard worker and he demands that from other people.” 

Petteway and Nebraska are no longer going to catch 
opponents by surprise. The Huskers were picked last in 
the Big Ten a year ago, and after last year’s success, have 
been tabbed No. 4 in the conference, and will begin get 
season ranked No. 21 in the USA Today Coaches poll. 
Petteway also won’t catch anybody by surprise. 

He was a unanimous first-team All-Big Ten pick by 
conference media and will again drive Nebraska’s offense. winning a Big 

“We have to treat this year like we did last year,” T o41 99 

a . : en title. 
Petteway said. “Nobody even picked us to win a game last 
year in the Big Ten. We have to go out and do what we have to. The person across 
from us is putting their shoes on just like we are.” 

There is, however, a new distraction for Petteway. In the middle of his breakout 
season last year, the Nebraska forward began popping up on lists of future NBA 
Draft picks. There is plenty to like about Petteway’s game. He is able to slash and 
get to the bucket, and isn’t afraid to step back and hit a big three-pointer. 

Petteway said he and Nebraska head coach Tim Miles have talked about the 
NBA and the potential decision that he could have to make next spring. The Ne- 
braska forward is set to graduate in the spring, and Miles said that while Petteway 
will have a decision to make, Petteway could polish his game a bit. 

“Tf he has his chance to get his degree, get his first round draft pick, and he has 


“If I start think- 
ing about the 
NBA, right now, 


I’m going to mess 


up for me and 
my teammates 
during the year. I 
can’t be thinking 
about the outside 
noise. When the 
time comes, I’m 
going to throw 
my energy into 
that, but I’m just 
concerned about 
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a chance to secure his future, I would 
advise him to do that,” Miles said. 
“Would I love to keep him here and see 
what that team can do? Absolutely. But 
you only get so many of those chances 
in life, and this is one of them. 

“There’s a lot of work to do to be a 
bonafide first-rounder. There are a lot of 
6-foot-6 guys out there.” 

Petteway has been working this 
offseason to extend his range on the 
offensive side of the ball, while also 
working to cut his turnovers. 

The forward didn’t take much of a 
break following last season. He worked 
out hard in June with sophomore Tai 
Webster and his teammates, adding 
weight and improving his game. 

He said that while he’s aware of 
what’s potentially ahead of him, he’s 
most concerned with making sure Ne- 
braska sustains its recent success. 

“T ain’t worried about none of that,” 
Petteway said. “I’m going to come out 
and do what I did last year — listen to 
my coaches and play team basketball. 
We’ve got guys other than me who can 
contribute. 

“[’m not going to think about it. If I 
start thinking about the NBA, right now, 
I’m going to mess up for me and my 
teammates during the year. I can’t be 
thinking about the outside noise. When 
the time comes, I’m going to throw my 
energy into that, but I’m just concerned 
about winning a Big Ten title.” N 

Read daily Husker reports from 
Michael Bruntz at 
HuskersIllustrated.com 

Follow him on Twitter 


@michaelbruntz 
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PREVIEW 


Scouting Report 


Rutgers Scarlet Knights 


Rutgers looks to bounce back from Ohio State THE VITALS 
loss, become bowl eligible. | DOUG GRIFFITHS ee ee 


WHEN/WHERE: 11 am. CDT, Oct. 25 in 
: . _ — : Lincoln, Neb. (Memorial Stadium capacity 
Some wondered if new Big Ten mem- _ is absolutely yes. ' 87,000) 


ber Rutgers would be able to represent it- Rutgers will head to Lincoln sport- | TV:ESPN/ESPN2. 
self well enough on the gridiron in its first ing a 5-2 record. One of its losses came Radio: The Husker Sports Network broad- 
Sa A é casts the action to 27 statewide radio markets. 
year. _ in heartbreaking fashion to Penn State at | KFAB (1110 AM) serves as the Omaha 
Well, if seven games is any indication, home (13-10). : affiliate and KLIN (1400 AM) serves as the 
the answer to the aforementioned question | Even though the Scarlet Knights are Lincoln affiliate, while KRVN (880 AM) is a 


third affiliate that reaches around the state. 
Join Greg Sharpe (play-by-play), Matt 

: Davison (color and co-hosts Husker Game 
i Day Pregame Show), Lane Grindle (sideline/ 


= 


post-game, co-hosts Husker Game Day), 
Steve Taylor (co-hosts Husker Game Day 
r » Show and Big Red Reaction Show) and Matt 
C wi : Coatney (hosts Big Red Reaction Show and 
SS me : helps anchor postgame studio coverage) for 
vs » all the action. The game can also be heard live 
on Huskers.com and SIRIUS Satellite Radio. 
COACHES: Nebraska: Bo Pelini (64-25 
overall, 36-15 in the Big Ten, seven seasons). 
Rutgers: Kyle Flood (20-13 overall, 1-2 in @ 
the Big Ten, three seasons). 
SERIES: Nebraska leads 1-0 
a eee 


RUTGERS 
FAST FACTS 


Location: New Brunswick, NJ. 
Enrollment: 65,000 

All-Time Football Record: 636-617-2 
All-Time Big Ten Record: 1-2-0 
Post-Season Record: 5-4 

Consensus All-Americans: 4 

Lettermen Returning/Lost: 44/21 
Starters Returning/Lost: 17/7 (including 
specialists) 

Offensive Formation: Pro Style 


Defensive Formation: 4-3 
————_—_— 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Rutgers needs one more victory to 


y 


} & become bowl eligible for the ninth 
S time in the last 10 seasons. 
c 
° 
; 2014 SCHEDULE 
5 Date Opponent Result 
| & —  Aug.28  @ Washington State W, 41-38 
4 ti Sept. 6 Howard W, 38-25 
5 Sept. 13 Penn State L, 10-13 
M Sept.20 @ Navy W, 31-24 
> Sept. 27 Tulane W, 31-6 
E Oct. 4 Michigan W, 26-24 
3 Oct. 18 @ Ohio State L, 17-56 
a Oct. 25 @ Nebraska 
£ Nov. | Wisconsin 
Dur = Nov.15 Indiana 
Quarterback Gary Nova is completing nearly 62 percent of his passes for 1,793 yards and has 13 touche == Nov.22, @ Michigan State 
down aerials and eight interceptions this season. i Nov.29 @ Maryland 
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Scouting Report 


coming off a blowout loss at Ohio State, 
Rutgers could very well end the regular sea- 


son with eight victories. 


POUND THE ROCK 


Rutgers is averaging 157.7 rushing yards , 
per game. That’s an improvement of nearly 


30 yards per game from last season. 


The Scarlet Knights rely on two backs to 


do much of the work on the ground. 
363 yards and five touchdowns, while soph- 
but less yards (326). 


SACK ATTACK 


The Scarlet Knights entered their game 


against Ohio State tied for third in the nation 
and leading the Big Ten with 24 sacks. 


Rutgers didn’t have any sacks against the — 
Buckeyes, but Nebraska can expect a mix of © 
blitz packages along with a strong push from 
the Scarlet Knights’ defense line to put pres- 


sure on the quarterback. 


Earlier this season, Rutgers had eight 
quarterback hurries and five sacks against 


Penn State. 


COMEBACK KID 


Rutgers senior quarterback Gary Nova 
has a knack for leading his team to rally his — 


team to victory. 
Nova has led the Scarlet Knights to six 


come-from-behind-victories in the fourth — 
quarter or overtime during his collegiate ca- 


reer. 


season opener at Washington State. 
Trailing 38-34 with just over seven min- 


utes remaining, Nova led Rutgers on an 
eight-play, 50-yard touchdown drive for the 


victory. 
BLOCK PARTY 
The Scarlet Knights lead all schools with 
40 blocked kicks/punts since 2009. 


every year since 2007. 


This season the Scarlet Knights lead 
the nation in both blocked kicks (five) and — 


blocked punts (two). 


son. 
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His last comeback win came in the 2014 , 


Against Penn State this season, Rutgers — 


blocked a field goal and a punt. 


REMEMBER WHEN? 
Nebraska 28, Rutgers 0 
Nov. 2, 1920 at New York City 


The Huskers blanked Rutgers at the Polo © 
- Grounds before 15,000 fans. 
It was Nebraska’s farthest trip eastward | 
: to date. : 
Junior Paul James leads the team with After a scoreless first quarter, the Huskers _ 
_ scored two touchdowns in the second and | 


omore Desmon Peoples has more carries, 


fourth quarters. 


' Rutgers finished the 1920 season 2-7 so | 
_ the high-profile game ended up being less 
- about a contest between two strong teams, 
instead ultimately mainly providing more — 
: exposure for Nebraska in the east. 


LAST TIME OUT 
#13 Ohio State 56, Rutgers 17 
Oct. 18, 2014 at Columbus, Ohio 


After the Scarlet Knights scored to make 
: it a 14-7 game in the first half, Ohio State 
scored five straight touchdowns to turn the © 


game into a rout. 


: Rutgers had little answer for the Buckeye © 
_ offense, which amassed 585 yards, includ- 
_ ing 324 yards rushing. ; 
Ohio State averaged more than eight | 


yards per rushing attempt. 


' Not helping the Scarlet Knights’ cause 
were three turnovers. 
The Buckeyes scored 21 points in both | 


the second and third quarters. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


_ ¢ The Scarlet Knights have not defeated 
- aranked opponent since knocking off 23rd- 
' ranked South Florida Nov. 12, 2009. Rut- | 
gers hasn’t beaten a ranked team on the road | 
: since 2008 (No. 17 Pitt). 
-_ Rutgers’ kicker Kyle Federico is one of | 
_ the Big Ten’s best, having made 9-of-11 field 
_ goals this season, and 17 of his last 21 dating | 
- to last year. He is tied for eighth in school 
Rutgers has blocked at least four kicks — 


history with 27 career made field goals. 


¢ Rutgers is 21-4 in the last four seasons 
when attempting at least 35 rushes ina game. | 
¢ The Scarlet Knights are one of 21 teams | 
: in the power five conference to reach a bowl 
Defensive end Kemoko Turay ranks first — 
nationally with three blocked kicks this sea-_ 


game in at least eight of the last nine seasons. 


¢ No team has played more games than : 
» Rutgers, which has played 1,295 games. 


- Coach Kyle Flood 
= Resume: TThe 
/ : 43-year-old 
Flood is an 
Iona alumnus 
and was named 
Rutgers’ 29th 
head coach in 
January of 2012 
after Greg Schi- 
ano accepted 
the head coach- 
ing position for 
' the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Flood 


served as the offensive line coach for 
the Scarlet Knights from 2005-07 and 
: then was promoted to assistant head 

: coach under Schiano. 


KNOW YOUR FOE 

Gary Nova, QB, 6-2, 220, Sr. 

Nova entered the Ohio 
State game leading the 
nation in passing yards 
per 
and ranked among the top 
10 among active NCAA 
Division I quarterbacks with 8,200 ca- 
reer passing yards. Rutgers is 20-5 when 


completion (17.2) 


Nova throws one or zero interceptions. 


Leonte Carroo, WR, 6-1, 205, Jr. 
Against Ohio State, Car- 
roo recorded his fifth ca- 
reer 100-yard receiving 

- game and third this sea- 
¥ q son. He had three touch- 
down catches 


Tulane earlier this season. 


against 


Kemoko Turay, DE, 6-6, 235, Fr. 
Through six games Turay 
led the Big Ten in sacks 
with 5.5 this season. Ear- 

- lier this season he was 

¥¢ named Big Ten special 
after blocking a potential go-ahead field 
goal late in the fourth quarter in the win 


teams player of the week 


over Michigan. 


2013 RESULTS 

(6-7 overall, 3-5 Big East) 
Date Opponent Result 
Aug. 29 @ Fresno State L, 51-52 (OT) 
Sept. 7 Norfolk State W, 38-0 
Sept.14 — Eastern Michigan W, 28-10 
Sept. 21 Arkansas W, 28-24 
Oct. 5 @ SMU W, 55-52 (OT) 
Oct. 10 @ Louisville L, 10-24 
Oct. 26 Houston L, 1449 
Nov. 2 Temple W, 23-20 
Nov. 16 Cincinnati L, 17-52 
Nov. 21 @ Central Florida L, 17-41 
Nov. 30 @ Connecticut L, 17-28 
Dec. 7 South Florida W, 31-6 
Dec. 28 Notre Dame* L, 16-29 


*New Era Pinstripe Bowl (New York) 
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BIGTEN BEAT | cowplen By dou GRIFFITHS 


Minnesota survives Purdue, 
takes lead in West Division 


2014 Standings 


EAST 
UMM GOR 


» Team Overall Conference 
: Michigan State 6-1 3-0 
- Ohio State 5-1 2-0 
| = Maryland 59 2-1 
| — Rutgers 5-2 1-2 
» Penn State 4-2 1-2 
- Michigan 3-4 1-2 
- Indiana 3-4 0-3 
WEST DIVISION 
: Team Overall Conference 
: Minnesota 6-1 3-0 
: Nebraska 6-1 2-1 
» Iowa 5-2 2-1 
: Northwestern 3-4 2-2 
- Wisconsin 4-2 1-1 
MUU CMCC == Purdue 3-5 1-3 
the Northwestern game as 


| Illinois 3-4 0-3 


the sun sets-on Ryan Field. 


JOE MIXAN/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


One of the Big Ten races is materializing 
as expected, while another has a dark horse 
at the top of the standings. 

Michigan State and Ohio State are the 
best of the East Division as both remain 
undefeated in league action. Their game 


against one another Nov. 8 in East Lansing | 


will in all likelihood decide who represents 
that division in the Big Ten Championship 
Game in December in Indianapolis. 

The West Division, on the other hand, 
features just one team without a blemish on 
its Big Ten mark and that’s Minnesota, who 
survived quite a scare at home against Pur- 
due this week. 

Some of the national pundits are taking 
notice of what Coach Jerry Kill’s Golden 
Gophers are doing. 

ESPN’s Lou Holtz, who coached at Min- 
nesota, liked the Gophers, who are 3-0 in the 
Big Ten for the first time since 1990, early 
on and isn’t wavering on his former team. 

“I went on TV the first week of the sea- 
son and I picked Minnesota as a dark horse 
in the Big Ten,” said Holtz during a confer- 


- ence call last week. “I like what Jerry Kill | 
_ has done, and yes, they have a chance. : 
“The thing I like is they can run the ball. | 
_ They’re physical. They play good, sound | 
_ defense. They play old-fashioned football : 
_ and they do not beat themselves.” 
ESPN, Danny | 
Kanell, who played at Florida State, also | 
» weighed in on the impressive Gophers. 
“I would say they absolutely have a — 
- chance in the Big Ten West,” Kanell said. 
» “When you look at what they’ve got, | 
they’ve got maybe one of the most under- | 
_ rated coaches in the game with Jerry Kill. 
'  “They’re playing in the division that is | 
_ completely wide open right now, they abso- | 
' lutely have every chance.” : 
Of course Minnesota’s road to the divi- | 
- sion title will get much tougher soon. It will - 
_ travel to Illinois and then play Iowa, Ohio | 
State, Nebraska and Wisconsin in Novem- | 
| ber, 
Following Huskers Illustrated recaps : 
| Week Five of football happenings around 
» the Big Ten. 


Holtz’s colleague at 


Oct. 18 Results 
Nebraska 38, Northwestern 17 
Maryland 38, Iowa 31 
Minnesota 39, Purdue 38 
Michigan State 56, Indiana 17 
Ohio State 56, Rutgers 17 
IDLE: Michigan, Penn State, Illinois, 
Wisconsin 


Oct. 25 Games 

Rutgers @ Nebraska, 11 a.m. 

Minnesota @ Illinois, 11 a.m. 
Maryland @ Wisconsin, 11 a.m. 

Michigan @ Michigan State, 2:30 p.m., 
Ohio State @ Penn State, 7 p.m. 
IDLE: Purdue, Northwestern, Iowa, 
Indiana 


Nov. 1 Games 

Purdue @ Nebraska, TBD 
Maryland @ Penn State TBD 

Northwestern @ Iowa TBD 

Wisconsin @ Rutgers Noon 
Indiana @ Michigan 3:30 p.m. 

Illinois @ Ohio State 8 p.m. 

IDLE: Michigan State, Minnesota 


All times CT 
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: yards of offense (332 passing, 330 rush- : 
_ ing), while holding the Hoosiers to 224. 
_ MSU back Nick Hill ran for 178 yards on 
_ just 16 carries. 


EAST DIVISION 
INDIANA HOOSIERS 

This was supposed to be the season 
Kevin Wilson led the Hoosiers to a bowl | 
game, but things have really gone south © 
in a hurry in Bloomington. In the loss at © 
Iowa, IU lost starting quarterback Nate 
Sudfeld for the season with a shoulder in- 
jury that required surgery and its second- 
string signal caller — Chris Covington — | 
tore his ACL in Iowa City. 

As a result, true freshman Zander Di- 
amont had to start against Michigan State 
and the Hoosier passing game was pretty 
much non-existent. Diamont was only 
5-for-15 passing for 11 yards in his first 
start. Diamont was fifth on the depth chart 
this spring, but IU had two quarterbacks 
transfer so he moved up. 

IU will now suffer through Diamont’s | 
growing pains, and if that wasn’t enough, 
its best offensive lineman — left tackle 
Jason Spriggs — had to be carted off the 
field and taken to a local hospital against 
the Spartans. The lone bright spot against 
MSU was running back Tevin Coleman, 
the nation’s leading rusher, who extend- 
ed his nation-leading streak of 100-yard 
rushing games to 10. 


MICHIGAN WOLVERINES 
Michigan probably enjoyed its bye 


RUTGERS SCARLET KNIGHTS 
Rutgers ended the first quarter at Ohio 


“He’s a very talented player, and you’d 


_ better be on point or you’re not going to 


get him on the ground,” Flood said. 


MARYLAND TERRAPINS 

The Terrapins rallied from a 14-point 
deficit to win their first Big Ten home 
game ever. Quarterback C.J. Brown was | 
hurt in the third quarter after a high tackle, 
but returned to lead his team to victory. 
Brown ran for 99 yards and threw for an- 
other 120 yards. 

“[’m just so proud of these kids in 
terms of how they conduct themselves, 
how they handle themselves, how they 
never say die,’ Maryland coach Randy 
Edsall said. “They just keep fighting and 
battling.” 


MICHIGAN STATE SPARTANS 

After a lackluster first half, Michigan | 
State turned it on and blew out Indiana in | 
Bloomington. Quarterback Connor Cook 
threw three touchdown passes and run- 
ning back Jeremy Langford ran for three 
others. MSU’s defense shut out IU in the 
second half. The Spartans rolled up 662 © 


OHIO STATE BUCKEYES 


The Buckeyes are rolling as quarter- 
_ back J.T. Barrett is in a groove. Against 
Rutgers, T.J. Barrett had five touchdowns. 
He threw for 261 yards and three TDs. 
- Barrett also ran for 107 yards and a pair | 
_ of scores. Thanks to Barrett’s efforts, Ohio 
- State extended its Big Ten regular-season 
winning streak to 18 victories, meaning 
the Buckeyes are just two wins away from 
» tying the conference record. 


PENN STATE NITTANY LIONS 
Penn State, which had a bye week this 


- week, has lot two-straight games and is 
" trying to figure out how to protect quarter- 
_ back Christian Hackenberg better. Hack- 
_ enberg has been sacked 20 times, more — 
- will need to win three of their remaining 


than three times a game. 


_ ia | | 


EAST 


UME GOR 


ESPN.com said he’s been pressured on 


' nearly 10 percent more of his dropbacks 
- than a year ago. That was prior to him be- 
' ing sacked six times at Michigan. 


If Penn State wants to return to its win- 


' ning ways, it better do a better job of pro- 
_ tecting its signal caller. 

week as much as any team possibly could | 
since it beat Penn State heading into it. 
_ Senior linebacker Jake Ryan was named 
- Big Ten co-Defensive player of the week — 
- for his efforts against the Nittany Lions. 
_ He had 10 tackles, including three for loss 
and a sack. Ryan spearheaded a defense — 
that held Penn State to 54 yards rushing. 
_ Ryan leads the Big Ten in tackles for loss 
: this season. Kicker Matt Wile also earned | 
_ conference player of the week accolades 
' after kicking three field goals in the win 
: over Penn State. 


“He’s frustrated and we’re all looking at 


_ ourselves and things that we can do bet- 
ter,’ Penn State coach James Franklin said. 


WEST DIVISION 
ILLINOIS FIGHTING ILLINI 
The Illini had a much-needed a bye 


- week to try and figure things out before 
' entertaining Minnesota for Homecoming. 


For the Homecoming game, Illinois will 


don gray uniforms to honor Red Grange, 
_ one of the greatest football players of all 
_ time. Illinois is calling the uniforms “Gray 
- Ghost” uniforms. When Grange was in 
Champaign, the Illini were considered one 
_ of the nation’s premier teams. 

State with a touchdown to tie the Buck- 
eyes, but then gave up 35-straight points 
and it was over. Scarlet Knights head 
- coach Kyle Flood was awfully impressed 
_ with Buckeye quarterback J.T. Barrett. 


IOWA HAWKEYES 
Iowa built a 14-0 lead at Maryland 


- only to watch the Terrapins score 38 of 
_ the game’s next 45 points. The Hawkeyes’ 
_ three-game winning streak was snapped 
in large part because they turned the ball 
over three times. 

Flood’s program suffered its worst de- 
feat in 12 years and saw its modest three- 
game winning streak snapped. 


“The things that we’re known for doing 


when we play well, I can’t think of those 
_ things that we did today,” Hawkeye coach 
' Kirk Ferentz said. 


MINNESOTA GOLDEN GOPHERS 
The Gophers’ defense gave up 31 first- 


half points to visiting Purdue, but buckled 
_ down in the second half allowing their of- 


fense to rally, which they did outscoring 


_ the visitors 19-7 in the final 30 minutes to 
win. Running back David Cobb was one 
_ of the heroes. He rushed for 194 yards and 
_ a touchdown, but it was kicker Ryan San- 
toso who delivered most in clutch time. 


Santoso booted a 52-yard field goal 


: with just under five minutes to play in the 
_ fourth quarter. His kick proved to be the 
_ game winner. 


NORTHWESTERN WILDCATS 
The Wildcats have lost two in a row and 
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How Nebraska's 


PAW KO) nj Xe KSI 


Fared? 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

Result: W, Western Kentucky 45-38 
Up Next: Marshall 

Current Record: 3-4 


MCNEESE STATE 

Result: W, Abilene Christian 31-20 
Up Next: Incarnate Word 
Record: 4-2 


FRESNO STATE 

Result: L, Boise State 37-27 
Up Next: Wyoming 
Record: 3-5 


MIAMI 

Result: W, Cincinnati 55-34 
Up Next: Virginia Tech 
Record: 4-3 


ILLINOIS 

Result: L, Wisconsin 38-28 
Up Next: Minnesota 
Current Record: 3-4 


MICHIGAN STATE 
Result: W, Indiana 56-17 
Up Next: Michigan 
Record: 6-1 


NORTHWESTERN 
Result: L, Nebraska 38-17 
Up Next: Iowa 

Record: 3-4 


RUTGERS 

Result: L, Ohio State 56-17 
Up Next: Nebraska 
Record: 5-2 


PURDUE 

Result: L, Minnesota 39-38 
Up Next: Nebraska 
Current Record: 3-5 


WISCONSIN 

Result: W, Illinois 38-28 
Up Next: Maryland 
Record: 4-2 


MINNESOTA 

Result: W, Purdue 39-38 
Up Next: Illinois 
Record: 6-1 


IOWA 

Result: L, Maryland 38-31 
Up Next: Northwestern 
Record: 5-2 
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five games in order to become bowl eli- ; 
_ quarterback Austin Appleby. He threw 
_ three first-half touchdown passes in the 


gible. That may be a tall order when you 
think Iowa, Michigan and Notre Dame are 
still left to be played as well as Purdue and 
Illinois. In their latest loss to Nebraska, 
Wildcat quarterback Trevor Siemian com- 
pleted just 18-of-39 passes for 173 yards 
with no touchdowns and was intercepted 


once. Running back Justin Jackson did | 
: and talk around Madison centered around 
: the fine season tailback Melvin Gordon 


average 5.8 yards per carry against the 
Huskers as he gained 128 yards on the 
ground. 


PURDUE BOILERMAKERS 
The Boilermakers have lost two- 
straight Big Ten games since winning 


rell Hazell, but Purdue’s performances 
in those losses to Michigan State and 
Minnesota certainly opened some eyes. 


is improving, but moral victories only go 
so far. 


The World’s Best Licorice 
n the Licorice Ladies at 


EAST 
U MME GOR 


Purdue has renewed energy thanks to 


loss at Minnesota, but did struggle in the 


- second half (4-for-10 for 18 yards) and 
_ threw a pair of interceptions. 


WISCONSIN BADGERS 
Wisconsin had an off week this week 


is having. He won’t win the Heisman 


_ Trophy, but he should be invited to New 
- York. Gordon is riding a four-game streak 


of rushing performances of 175 yards 


: or more. For the season, he is averaging 
their first conference game under Dar- | 
_ to top the Big Ten single-season mark of 


174.3 yards per game, which is on pace 


173.5 held by Michigan State’s Lorenzo 


_ White in 1985. In addition, Gordon has 
People believe the Boilermaker program _ 
' become one of those rare backs in NCAA 


1,046 rushing yards this season and could 


history to top 2,000 in the regular season. 
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Huskers Illustrated’s 
Projected Nebraska Depth Chart 


DEFENSE 


FS SS 


Nate Gerry Corey Cooper 
Kieron Williams D.J. Singleton 


P/Holder 


Sam Foltz 
Jodevereyanie-voicoyey 


1 BN) 


Josh Faulkenberry 
Paul Kelly 


MIKE 


Trevor Roach 
Josh Banderas 


WILL 


Zaire Anderson 
Courtney Love 


CB 


Daniel Davie 
Josh Kalu 


WDE 


Randy Gregory 
Jack Gangwish 


NT 


Vincent Valentine 
Kevin Maurice 


DT 
Maliek Collins 
Kevin Williams 


SDE 


Greg McMullen 
AJ Natter 


NICKEL 


Byerson Cockrell 
Josh Kalu 


PR 


De;Mornay Pierson-El 
Kenny Bell 


131 OL G1. 


IDE atelney-velneys 
Marcus Newby 


CB 
Josh Mitchell 
Boaz Joseph 


WRX 


Kenny Bell 
Taariq Allen 


WRA 


Jordan Westerkamp 
Lane Hovey 


LT 


INC eb aiaty 


LG C 


Jake Cotton Mark Pelini 


RG 


1035 
Ameer Abdullah 
Imani Cross 


QB 
‘Tommy Armstrong Jr. 
Ryker Fyfe 


KOS 


Drew Brown 
Spencer Lindsay 


PK 


Drew Brown 
Spencer Lindsay 


OFFENSE 


Mike Moudy Zach Sterup 
IVETuas ss bovotu ota @)ateversxonm Co) eee) om raisul cam Ono ntxon Cor evelol OM Gsaarkw sates 


RT TE WRZ 


Sam Cotton Alonzo Moore 
Trey Foster Brandon Reilly 


KR 


Kenny Bell 
TN Coys ZoM\yCorere 


FB 


Andy Janovich 
Mitch McCann 


Nebraska vs Rutgers NU 35-21 NU 34-17 NU 34-27 NU 42-24 NU 31-17 NU 24-17 NU 45-20 
Miami vs. Virginia Tech Miami Miami Miami Miami Virginia Tech Virginia Tech Miami 
Ohio State vs. Penn State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State 
West Virginia vs. Oklahoma State West Virginia © Oklahoma State Oklahoma State Oklahoma State Oklahoma State Oklahoma State Oklahoma State 
Michigan vs. Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State Michigan State 
Maryland vs. Wisconsin Wisconsin Maryland Wisconsin Wisconsin Wisconsin Wisconsin Wisconsin 
Texas vs. Kansas State Texas Kansas State Kansas State Kansas State Kansas State Kansas State Kansas State 
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Reeves moves up charts into expanded roles 


THERE WERE OTHER OP- 
TIONS, BUT IT WAS NEVER 
A CHOICE FOR HUSKER 
CENTER RYNE_ REEVES. 
WHEN IT CAME TIME TO 
MAKE A COLLEGE CHOICE, 
THE BURLY OFFENSIVE 
LINEMAN WASN’T HELD UP IN A LONG DE- 
CISION MAKING PROCESS. IN FACT, REEVES 
TOLD THE NEBRASKA COACHING STAFF HE 
WAS IN BEFORE HIS JUNIOR YEAR OF HIGH 
SCHOOL. 

The Crete High School standout received an offer 
from Stanford later in the year, but he didn’t even give 
the west coast school a look because he was sold on the 
home-state program. 

“Ever since I decided that I wanted to play college 
football, I always knew that I wanted to come to Nebras- 
ka,” Reeves said. “I had another offer from Stanford, but 
I was already committed here.” 

He was committed because of the impression Husker 
football made on him as a kid. 


F 


Going to games from time to time, 
Reeves had an appreciation for what the AGE 
team could be and how much support 


the fans would give him if he ever got a 
chance to play. 

He’s in his fourth season at Nebras- 
ka now, and has made his way up the 
depth chart, backing up Mark Pelini at 
the center spot and spending some time as 
a reserve guard as well this season. 

Reeves is part of an offensive line that is 
trying to regain its footing after falling on hard 
times since the vaunted “pipeline” offensive lines of 
the 1990s. 

“We want to go out there and restart the pipeline,” he 4 
said. “Last year’s senior class reset the foundation, and 
we’re trying to go out there and build on that.” 


Crete, Neb. Population: 6,960 at 2010 


Cens 
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Distance from Lincoln: 27 miles 


RYNE REEVES 
FILE 
Birthdate: July 14, 1992 
Height: 6-3 | Weight: 300 
Position: Offensive Line 
Year: Junior 
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Reeves has been told about those long ago days when 


the nation’s best offensive linemen flocked to Nebraska 
and many were grown, just as Reeves was, within the 
_ State’s borders. 


But that being said, he was too young to understand 


much of what was happening back then. 


“T don’t remember much because I was born in 1992, 


but I just remember coming to games as a kid with my 
_ parents and stuff and just wanting to be out there,” Reeves 
: Said. 


The history is irrelevant anyway, according to Reeves. 


: It’s a new era, and the current line doesn’t have time to 
_ bask in the glory of the old days. 


“Tt’s cool when it happened, but we have our own stuff 


_ to do now,” he said. 


In addition to playing on the line as one of the first play- 


| ers off the bench, Reeves is also the Huskers’ right guard 
_ on PATs and field goals. 


It’s a duty he picked up a season ago and hasn’t relin- 


- quished since. 


“Tt’s a unit where every time we are out there on the 


, field, we have a chance to score, so kind of take pride in 


that,” Reeves said. “You don’t really have 
much responsibility. It’s kind of just take 
your step and block somebody. You 
can’t take a play off though. You have 
to go in there are take a shot when you 
have a chance and see what happens.” 
Reeves is glad to have the role as a 
blocker on scoring plays. 

It adds a little excitement to the game, 
he said, and it’s something he’s been do- 
ing for a while. 

“T’m not really sure how they pick (the PAT 

blockers), but I’ve been on the third string, sec- 
ond string, all the way up as long as I’ve been here,” 
Reeves said. “I’ve kind of moved my way up, I guess.” 


us 
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REAL ESTATE 
Mortgage - Title - Insurance 


=. RynejReevesi(65)igets\ready,ton 
snap the ball against Fresno State 
, ~ | earlienjthisseason. 


Proud To Be Your Hometown Real Estate Company 


DENNIS SLAMA 


Real Estate Agent 
Home Real Estate Pine Lake 
7211S. 27th St 
Lincoln, NE 68512 
402-560-1173 (C) 
402-436-3232 (O) 
dennis@slamahomes.com 
http://www.slamahomes.com 
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MATT ANKERSON 


Real Estate Agent 
Home Real Estate Pine Lake 
7211 S. 27th St 
Lincoln, NE 68512 
402-430-2455 (C) 
402-436-3232 (O) 
matt.ankerson@homerealestate.com 
www.homerealestate.com/mattankerson 


www.homerealestate.com 


JOHN FINK 


Real Estate Agent 
Home Real Estate North 
5901 N 27th St 
Lincoln, NE 68512 
402-429-9598 (C) 
402-323-8794 (O) 
john.fink@homerealestate.com 
www.homerealestate.com/johnfink 


OCTOBER 25, 2014 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 33 


10/19/14 5:59 AM | 


® 


Catching up with 


HARRY TOLLY 


Quarterback 1957-59 


By Butch Rasmussen/Huskers Illustrated 


Harry Tolly didn’t 
know Halloween 
would become 
another red _ let- 
ter day in his life 
when he walked 
out the door that 
morning on Oct. 
31, 1959. It sure 
became one. 


That Homecoming week- 
end, famed college football 
coach Bud Wilkinson led his 
powerful Oklahoma Sooner 
football team into Lincoln for 
a skirmish with the Cornhusk- 
ers. The Sooners brought with 
them a 74-game undefeated 
streak in the Big-Eight Con- 
ference that spanned 13 years. 
The Huskers had already lost 
two conference games that 
season and held a record of 
2-4 for the season to date. Few 
gave the Huskers a chance of 
doing damage to the Sooner’s 
reputation. 

Harry was a coach’s kid 
who grew up in North Platte 
and played quarterback for 
the North Platte High School 
Bulldogs under the tutelage of 
head coach, Roscoe Tolly, his 
father. 

It was after one of his early 
games in his high school ca- 
reer that Harry made a life- 
altering decision. 

It was Friday October 30, 
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with\the)balliagainst 
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1953, when a North Platte 
businessman, Beeler Scott, 
was making plans to fly to Lin- 
coln for the Husker game the 
next day. 

He had attended the Fri- 
day night high school football 
game and stopped in the locker 
room after the game to offer 
three empty seats on his plane 
for the trip to Lincoln the next 
morning. 

Tolly was invited but turned 


Pete ee MIS 


it down in favor of a scheduled 
hunting trip on Saturday. Fu- 
ture North Platte Mayor Jim 
Whitaker, a high school ath- 
lete at the time was ready to 
accept the invitation when his 
brother stopped in the locker 
room having just arrived from 
out of town for the weekend. 
Whitaker decided he’d better 
not go. 

After sorting out all the pros 
and cons three North Platte 


athletes climbed into Beeler 
Scott’s plane on Halloween 
morning and took off into the 
eastern sky toward Lincoln. 
Twenty minutes later the 
plane was in a crumpled pile 
of wreckage in the fog laden 
hills near Brady, Nebraska, all 
four passengers dead. 

The three boys, teammates 
and close friends of Tolly were 
Arlon Keeton, Jerry Wellman 
and Dick Anderson. Wellman 
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had caught two touchdown passes the 
night before at the hands of Tolly. Har- 
ry’s grief was a heavy burden for him for 
a long time 

Tolly moved on to play quarterback 
for the Huskers and fate brought him face 
to face with that mighty Oklahoma foot- 
ball machine that Halloween afternoon in 
1959. 

Tolly was up to the task. He threw a 
touchdown pass to Dick McDaniel, Husk- 
er Lee Zentic scooped up an Oklahoma 
fumble and ran it in for six, Ron Meade 
kicked a couple field goals and Tolly ran 
for a fourth quarter touchdown as the 
Huskers whipped Oklahoma 25-21 to end 
the Sooner’s 13-year unbeaten streak in 
the conference. 

It was truly a stunning and awesome 
victory for Tolly and crew. Tolly’s punt- 
ing was also given credit for keeping the 
Sooners in the hole much of the day. 

This was possibly the greatest upset 
in Husker football history, an upset that 


® 


ended the longest conference unbeaten 
streak in NCAA history ... 74 consecu- 
tive games. It was the first Husker victory 
over the Sooners in 17 years. 

Bill Jennings coached the Huskers for 
five years and won 15 games of 49 that 
he coached so this was a red letter day for 
Jennings as well. 

According to the dean of Nebraska 
Sports writers, Gregg McBride of the 
Omaha World-Herald, the victory was no 
fluke. 

“The Huskers pressured the Big Eight 
champions all day,” McBride wrote. “Hav- 
ing whipped the Sooners with a powerful 
offense and gang-tackling defense, the 
Huskers uncorked a great defensive show 
in the final minutes to protect the victory. 
The Cornhuskers saw their 11-point lead 
whittled to six before Meade lept high 
in the end zone to pick off a third-down 
Sooner pass.” 

“Tt was an exciting time,” Tolly said, 
“IT showered and dressed and walked out 


Advertising Section 


| 


the door of the field house and the crowd 
was still there celebrating the day and the 
big victory. They tore down the goal posts 
and took them several blocks to the Gov- 
ernor’s mansion. I still have a piece of that 
goal post on my desk today.” 

The administration called off classes 
on Monday so the celebration could con- 
tinue. 

Tolly organized a 50-year reunion of 
that ‘59 team for the Oklahoma game in 
November of 2009. More than 30 players 
from about 15 states attended. Of those 
scoring points that day in 1959, only 
McDaniel was unable to attend the event. 

For many years Tolly had a dental 
practice in Lincoln which he shared with 
his son, Chad. He’s now retired.and liv- 
ing the good life in Lincoln with his wife, 
Ann. 

The great win over Oklahoma on Hal- 
loween day didn’t complete erase the 
tragedy of 1953, but it was a lot better 
memory to keep with him. 
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HEALTH ™ 


PPACA Certified 


Do you know what Metallic 
health insurance plans are? 


Do you know what you will be 


penalized by the IRS for not 
having health insurance? 


Do you know if you will benefit 


NEBRASKA 


from the Exchange/ 
Marketplace? 


Do you know where you can 


get health coverage? 


Look, Feel, Function BETTER 


Owner Troy Watchorn, a former Husker Blackshirt, 


Z 
Peavnsrex 


Health Care 
] in Aetna Company 


Do you know if you qualify for 
subsidies that the government 
will provide to purchase health 


Contact our office for help 


ev. Starmark 


with your health 
insurance needs. 


Phone number: 
402.434.2580 


Email: 


sales@kollmorgenassoc.com 
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believes in helping clients fuse the mental, 
nutritional and physical components of wellness. 
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“Mr. Inside” Sam Francis tops Kansas list 


By Kalani Simpson 
Huskers Illustrated 

You may or may not have done well in geog- 
raphy in school, but now we’re giving you an- 
other chance. Husker geogra- 
phy. That’s right — this is the 
perfect subject for tailgate 
arguments, bar bets or radio 
drive-time talk shows (you’re 
welcome). 

It’s time to answer that 
age-old question: Who is the best 
all-time Husker from each state? In the last issue, 


Husker 
Geography 


Part 21 


ye ae 


Huskers Illustrated looked at the best play- 
ers to come out of Arkansas, Louisiana, West 
Virginia, Vermont and International. 

This week we move on to Kansas. 


KANSAS 

Sam Francis 

FBP, 1934-36 
He was an Olympic shot-putter and a Col- 
lege Football Hall of Famer. Phog Allen (the 
coach the field house is named after, for you 
young people) got him to come play basket- 
ball at Kansas. But that didn’t work out. He 
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Sam Frnmdis was an 
Dadkttor tha huskars fin 
the 1980s, 


COURTESY OF NU SPORTS DFOMVTION 


was born to play fullback for the Huskers. 

In football, he was an Earl Campbell type, 
with an Alex Henery leg. But he was good at 
everything. By the time the 1936 Olympics 
rolled around, he and Jesse Owens were al- 
ready friends. Francis sputtered in the Olym- 
pics — fouls held him out of the medal count. 
After the Olympics he cris-crossed Europe 
winning track meets until it was time to come 
home for his senior year. 

He was teamed for three years with Lloyd 
“Wild Hoss of the Plains” Caldwell, and 
they were Nebraska’s Mr. Inside and Mr. 
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All-Time Greatest Huskers From Each State 
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Outside. Caldwell got the sweeps and the nick- 
name. Francis got the All-America honors and 
the Heisman Trophy votes. It was a grand time 
to be a Husker, when Sam Francis was breaking 
tackles, and young. 


Brook Berringer 
Quarterback, 1991-94 

Brook Berringer walked a tightrope, with a 
season on his back, and made it to the other side. 
He was toughness, and grace, in taking over for 
Tommie Frazier, and even more so when Fra- 
zier came back. When we think of Berringer, 
we think of what type of person he was. But 
don’t forget: he replaced the best quarterback the 
Huskers have ever had, and the Huskers didn’t 
miss a beat. He was a winner, and a fighter. And 
he was who you would want your son to be. 
Then, too soon, he was gone. 


Roy Link Lyman, 
T, 1918-21 
In 1921 Nebraska outscored its opponents 
283-17, its only loss a 7-0 epic tussle with Notre 
Dame. Lyman was a monster (230 pounds, in an 
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era when that was rare) who could move. But no- 
body noticed, as he played next to All-American 
end Clarence Swanson. But former Nebraska 
great Guy Chamberlain, by then player-coach for 
the Canton Bulldogs, knew talent, and got Lyman 
to join him in the NFL. Lyman came into his own 
in the pros — he pioneered modern defensive line 
play and was inducted in the Hall of Fame. 


DeAngelo Evans 
IB, 1996-98 

Evans was a big-time recruit, and for a 
time, a big-time player. He broke Barry Sand- 
ers’ Kansas high school records, and as a fresh- 
man Husker, he burst onto the scene with a 
vengeance. He scored three touchdowns in the 
first Big 12 championship game. But then came 
injuries — there was this nagging groin problem 
that hit a handful of Huskers in those days, and 
it seemed to never go away. Then, controversy. 
It was a dramatic time, in Frank Solich’s locker 
room. Some, like Eric Crouch, made it to the 
other side, and flourished. Evans couldn’t make 
it through. Seemingly as quickly as he had burst 
onto the scene, he was gone. 


® 
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LEA ei iskemRootballliistony 


~ GCompiled by Terry Douglass 


Oct. 26, 1963 


Nebraska responded to Colorado’s first-quarter touchdown with it 


41 unanswered points, rolling to a 41-6 homecoming victory before 
a crowd of 37,630 at Memorial Stadium. The Cornhuskers, who out- 
scored the Buffaloes 27-0 in the second half, outgained CU 474-219 
in total offense. Rudy Johnson scored two TDs to lead the Big Red. 


Oct. 27, 1973 
Tony Davis was stopped on a fourth-and-goal run from the six- 
inch line and No. 10-ranked Nebraska was forced to settle for a 17- 
17 tie with Oklahoma State at Stillwater. Davis, who rushed for 111 
yards in the game, carried the ball nine consecutive times to help the 
Huskers get within inches of the go-ahead 
score. Dave Humm was 11-of-19 passing for 
138 yards for NU. 


Oct. 28, 1989 

Gerry Gdowski enjoyed a record-setting 
day for No. 4 Nebraska as it dominated Iowa 
State 49-17 at Memorial Stadium (pictured 
at right). 

Gdowski rushed 17 times for 176 yards 
and four TDs, including a 74-yard scoring 
run in the first quarter. The senior quarter- 
back also threw TD passes of 16 and 25 yards 
to Tyrone Hughes as the Huskers outgained 
the Cyclones 530-348 in total offense. En- 
tering the season as a little-known quantity 
after spending the previous three years as 
the backup quarterback behind Steve Tay- 
lor, Gdowski’s 176 yards rushing bettered a gh 
Taylor’s single-game position record of 157 WN ) 
yards rushing. 

“T can’t understand why people are sur- 
prised about him,” Nebraska coach Tom Osborne told the Associ- 
ated Press in a postgame interview. “He’s a real good player, par- 
ticularly on the mental part of the game. We audible 60 percent of 
the time and he does this just fine.” 

Gdowski’s four TD runs and his 74-yard scoring run were also 
school records for a quarterback at the time. 

“Gerry had a real good day,” Osborne said. “He ran the read- 
option well. He kept the ball several times, so they didn’t look like 
reads.” 

The win improved Nebraska’s record to 8-0 overall and 4-0 in the 
Big Eight Conference, setting up a key matchup between the Husk- 
ers and Colorado, which was also 8-0 and 4-0. 

“Tm happy,” Gdowski said. “It sets up the matchup everybody’s 
been talking about.” 

Colorado would win the battle of the Big Eight’s top two teams 
27-21 in Boulder. The loss snapped Nebraska’s 17-game conference 
winning streak. 
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Oct. 29, 1988 

Missouri’s gambling style of defense gave No. 5 Nebraska fits in 
the first half as the Tigers took a 6-0 lead at the intermission before 
the Huskers rallied for a 26-18 home-field victory. NU, which en- 
tered the contest leading the country in rushing offense with an av- 
erage of 420 yards per game managed just 15 yards of total offense 
in the game’s first 30 minutes against the Tigers, who were listed as 
34-point underdogs and fell to 2-5-1 on the season with the loss. NU 
finished with 269 total yards, including Steve Taylor’s 82-yard TD 
pass to Todd Millikan and a 49-yard TD run by Bryan Carpenter. 


Oct. 30, 1993 

No. 6 Nebraska won its first game at 
Folsom Field since 1987 by building a 21-3 
first-quarter lead and hanging on for a 21- 
17 victory over No. 20 Colorado. Quarter- 
back Tommie Frazier passed for 167 yards 
and rushed for 69 yards to lead Nebraska’s 
offense, while Toby Wright had 13 tackles 
and Trev Alberts finished with 10 tackles, 
including two sacks, to go with six quarter- 
back hurries. 


Oct. 31, 2009 

Freshman quarterback Cody Green 
made his first collegiate start as Nebraska 
snapped a two-game losing streak with a 
20-10 road victory at Baylor. Defensive 
lineman Jared Crick set a school record 
with five sacks in the contest as the Husk- 
ers beat Baylor for the 10th consecutive 
time. NU opened the scoring on Justin 
Blatchford’s 25-yard return of a blocked 


punt for a TD. 


Nov. 1, 1969 
Dana Stephenson had a school-record three interceptions — all of 
them leading to scores — as Nebraska knocked off No. 20 Colorado 
20-7 at Memorial Stadium. The Buffs took a 7-0 first-quarter lead, 
but didn’t find the end zone again as the Huskers’ defense, led by 
Ken Geddes with nine tackles and a fumble recovery, blanked CU 
the rest of the way. 


Nov. 2, 1985 
Fullback Tom Rathman rushed for a team-high 84 yards and 
caught two passes for 28 yards, helping No. 5 Nebraska to a 41-3 
road victory at Kansas State. Rathman had TD runs of 37 and 5 
yards and the Blackshirts did the rest, limiting the Wildcats to 186 
yards of total offense. NU place-kicker Dale Klein booted a career- 
long 50-yard field goal in the third quarter. 
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with Ashley Rose 
Head Women’s Golf Coach 


Huskers IIlustrated reporter Lanny Holstein recently visited with 
NU womens rifle coach Ashley Rose who is in her first season as 
the head coach of the Huskers. Nebraska is off to a 2-1 start and 
is headed to Memphis, Tenn. for a pair of duals on Nov. 1-2. 

HI: How did you end up coming in contact with Nebraska and 
getting the job? 

AR: | was previously at the University of Kentucky as an as- 
sistant, and obviously the head coach here left in the summer, 
so | applied and interviewed. | didn’t have any connections 

to Nebraska before this. | had never ever been here until my 
interview. 


HI: Well, what do you think of Nebraska for the small time 
you've lived here? 

AR: It’s very welcoming. Everybody is very nice and very help- 
ful in finding things if I need anything for any reason. It’s a 
little colder than what I’m used to. It’s brisker here. In Ken- 
tucky, it may get brisk at the end of this month, and it might 
snow in December for the first time. 

HI: You are pretty young, graduating college in 2012. Do you 
see that as an advantage or disadvantage as a coach? 

AR: | would say it’s an advantage because | understand what 
they are going through. They have so much on their plate, and 
they think absolutely no one understands them, but I've been 
through it and have ideas on how to help them. It’s been very 
easy to find common ground in a short time.” 


HI: What kind of team did you inherit at Nebraska? 

AR: A very solid team, very well put together. There wasn’t a 
whole lot that | had to come in and change. The team atmo- 
sphere that they had from the previous head coach was very 
strong in not only shooting, but the team building was solid. All 
I had to do was add to it.” 

HI: How experienced are you as a recruiter and where do you 
find most of the best rifle athletes? 

AR: | did the majority of the recruiting at Kentucky, and usually 
there are pockets. Every year the pocket is a little different. 
Usually what will happen in rifle is that a pocket will be there 
for four or five years, and then it will dwindle. That generally 
comes from parents running the club, it’s not a high school 
team. When those people move on, it’s hard to get people 
interested. Texas, right now is solid, and Pennsylvania always 
is good. I’m not sure if Nebraska has a precision rifle club right 
now. I think it might have dwindled out.” 
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This Week 


Husker Athletics 


Friday, Oct. 24 
Women’s Tennis 


Drake Invitational at Des Moines, Ill. 


Women’s Soccer 
Penn State at State College, Pa. at 6 p.m. 


Saturday, Oct. 25 
Women’s Tennis 


Drake Invitational at Des Moines, Ill. 


Football 
Rutgers at Memorial Stadium at 11 a.m. 


Sunday, Oct. 26 
Women’s Tennis 


Drake Invitational at Des Moines, Ill. 


Women’s Soccer 
Ohio State at Columbus, Ohio at Noon 


Women’s Volleyball 
Wisconsin at Madison, Wisconsin at 4 p.m. 


Wednesay, Oct. 29 
Men’s & Women’s Basketball 


Meet the Huskers Event at Pinnacle Bank Arena 6 p.m. 


Friday, Oct. 31 
Men’s Tennis 


Big Ten Singles Championships in Minneapolis 


Women’s Soccer 
Iowa at Nebraska Soccer Field at 3:30 p.m. 


Wrestling 
Coaches Clinic/Intrasquad Meet at Devaney Center 


Women’s Volleyball 
Rutgers at Piscataway, N.J. at 6 p.m. 


Saturday, Nov. 1 
Women’s Volleyball 


Maryland at College Park, Maryland. at 6 p.m. 


Men’s Tennis 
Big Ten Singles Championships in Minneapolis 


Football 
Purdue at Memorial Stadium 
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SWIMMING & DIVING 

The Nebraska swimming and 
diving team earned its second 
victory of the season, defeating 
Iowa State 153-147 this past 
Saturday. 

Nebraska clinched the victory 
in the final event of the day, the 
400-yard freestyle relay. Lead- 
ing by one point heading into 
the final event, the team of Bria 
Deveaux, Kelly Dunn, Natalie 
Morris and Taryn Collura swam 
past the Cyclones, securing the 
dual victory for the Huskers. 

Nebraska was led by Jordan 
Ehly and Anna Filipcic in the 
individual events. Filipcic and 
Ehly each earned two event 
wins to help pace the Huskers. 

Filipcic captured the one- 
meter dive and _ three-meter 
dives, her third time in as many 
attempts accomplishing the feat 
this season. The sophomore 
diver posted a score of 318.07 in 
the one-meter dive and 321.08 
in the three-meter dive. 

Ehly swam to victories in 
the 200-yard breaststroke and 
200-yard individual medley. 
The freshman posted a time of 
2:19.59 in the 200-yard breast- 
stroke and 2:06.87 in the 200- 
yard individual medley. 

Nebraska captured victories 
in three other individual events. 
Collura, Morris and Deveaux 
each captured individual titles. 

Nebraska will be back in ac- 
tion in two weeks when they 
take on South Dakota State in 
Brookings, S.D., Saturday, Nov. 
1. 


CROSS COUNTRY 

The Nebraska cross coun- 
try team finished second in the 
men’s division and 13th in the 
women’s at the Bradley Pink 
Classic Friday afternoon in Peo- 
ria, II. 

Illinois State took home the 
men’s team title with 119 total 
points. On the women’s side, Il- 
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linois scored 90 points, winning 
that championship. 

Coach Dave Harris was im- 
pressed with the depth shown by 
his men’s team, as the Huskers 
placed seven runners in the top- 
52. 

“The men ran very solid to- 
day, it was our best performance 
we have had in a very long 
time,” he said. “Placing second 
was great, but I want to challenge 
these guys because some of the 
teams that we beat today did not 
run some of their top runners.” 

Jonah Heng led the way for 
the men placing 12th overall 
with a time of 24:59.7 in the 8k 
competition. 

On the women’s side, Harris 
was ecstatic with how the top 
three runners ran together, but 
mentioned there was too far of a 
gap between the third and fourth 
NU runner in the race. 

Sophomore Anna Peer again 
led the women’s team, finish- 
ing 12th overall with a time of 
21:32.8 in the 6k competition. 

“Anna is probably not happy 
with her race today because she 
has beaten some of the athletes 
that beat her today,” Harris said. 
“That does not sit well with her, 
but she did very-very well to- 


Lil 


a5 
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day.” 

Next up for the team, it’s the 
Big Ten Championships in Iowa 
City, Iowa on Nov. 2. 


WOMEN’S SOCCER 

Sophomore forward Jaycie 
Johnson scored in the 20th min- 
ute to lead Nebraska to a 1-0 vic- 
tory over Purdue at the Nebraska 
Soccer Field this past Friday. 

Johnson’s goal, which marked 
her 10th of the season, came 
from five yards out as she juked 
the Boilermaker goalkeeper after 
receiving a pass from senior Car- 
oline Gray. The assist marked 
Gray’s third of the season. 

Johnson and Gray set the 
tone for Nebraska’s offense, 
as the pair combined for four 
of the team’s six shots on goal. 
They each had two, while Katie 
Kraeutner and Mayme Conroy 
added another two. 

Nebraska took a 1-0 lead into 
the half despite being outshot 
9-5. In the second half, the Husk- 
ers outshot Purdue 6-1 and the 
defense held strong to preserve 
the victory. Goalkeeper Kelly 
Schatz earned two saves en route 
to her third complete game shut- 
out of the season. 

NU improved to 6-7-2 on the 


Horn 
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The NU'men's cross 


country team competes 
at the Woody Greeno 
meet earlier this season. 


season, with a 2-5-2 mark in Big 
Ten play. 


MEN’S GOLF 

The Nebraska men’s golf 
team closes its fall season on 
Monday and Tuesday at the 
Herb Wimberly Intercollegiate 
in Las Cruces, N.M. 

NMSU Golf Course, a par- 
71, 7,242-yard layout, will host 
the 54-hole tournament. The 
Huskers will be joined by 12 
other teams in New Mexico, in- 
cluding New Mexico State, Sam 
Houston, Incarnate Word, Oral 
Roberts, UTEP, Texas State, 
UMKC, Western New Mexi- 
co, Abilene Christian, UT Pan 
American, Grand Canyon and 
Wichita State. 

Senior Josh Reinertson will 
represent the No. 1 spot in the 
lineup for the Huskers at the 
Herb Wimberly Intercollegiate 
after tying for 11th at the Bill 
Ross Intercollegiate a couple 
weeks ago. Ross Dickson (No. 
2), Justin Jennings (No. 3), Cal- 
vin Freeman (No. 4) and Ben 
Maschka (No. 5) are also in Ne- 
braska’s lineup in New Mexico, 
and senior Mike Siwa will play 
as an individual outside of the 
NU lineup. 
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the Scarlet and Gream 
meetiearlienthisifalls 


Sophomore Anna Filipcic 


Dives Right In 


Story By DARREN IVY « Photos Courtesy NU MEDIA RELATIONS 


Outside of diving, Anna Filipcic is an accomplished 
French horn player and a music major at UNL. 

However, in the pool is where the Omaha Burke graduate 
has been making the most noise since coming to Nebraska 
in 2013. Last year, Filtpcic became the first Husker diver 
since Amie Buoy in 2005 to qualify for the NCAA Cham- 
pionships. Before Buoy, Amy Aarsen in 1991 had been the 
last NU diver to make nationals. 

“That is pretty awesome for a freshman to make NCAAs,” 
NU head diving coach Natasha Chikina said. 
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It is still relatively early in the 
2014-15 diving season, but the 
sophomore diver is already in 
mid-season form. 

At a triangular with Iowa 
and Michigan on Oct. 3-4 in 
Iowa City, Iowa, Filipcic scored 
293.25 to win the 1-meter 
springboard. She also scored 
296.30 to win the 3-meter 
springboard. 

For her efforts, Filipcic was 
named the Big Ten diver of the 
week, the second time she has 
earned the honor in her career. 

The fast start comes as no 
surprise to Chikina. 

“The NCAA Championships 
were a good experience for her,” 
said Chikina, a former two-time 
Olympian for Kazakhstan who 
has coached at Nebraska for 
nine years. “I think it opened 
her eyes to what she needs to do 
this year. 

“She has high goals. She 
wants to make the finals at the 
NCAA Championships. That 
is possible the way she is pro- 
gressing. She is really dedicated 
and persistent in her training. 
She wants to improve and each 
meet she wants to get better.” 

Filipcic’s work ethic was 
instilled at an early age as she 
competed in gymnastics. 

“T started out in the basic, 
recreational gymnastics when I 
was 2, and I started being more 
competitive when I was about 
8 or so, “Filipcic said. “I kind 
of did that until about seventh 
grade.” 

Later she turned her focus to 
tumbling and trampoline com- 
petitions, winning a national 
title at level nine, and being an 
alternate for the United States 
national team for her age group 
for the World Championships. 

She was so into the sport that 
she moved from Omaha to Kan- 
sas City so she would have daily 
access to a specialized gym for 
training. 

A family issue forced Anna 
and her mother to return to 
Omaha though after just one se- 
mester in Kansas City. 


She tried to maintain her 
same regine, but the long drives 
for practice eventually led her to 
drop out of that and pursue div- 
ing, which she could do locally 
in Nebraska. 

As Filipcic looks back, she 
said her gymnastics, tumbling 
and trampoline experiences 
helped her make the transi- 
tion to diving, which she added 
“takes more patience” springing 
off the board. 

“T think Iam good at making 
use of the springboard,” Filipcic 
said. “I have a lot of power off the 
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board, so I am able jump higher 
and do more with my dives.” 

Filipcic eventually joined the 
Nebraska Dive Club, which is 
coached by Chikina’s husband, 
Kris Hoffman. 

She dove for Omaha Burke 
her freshman and sophomore 
seasons, but opted to do just 
club diving her final two years 
of high school. 

Her success in zone and re- 
gional competitions, as well 
as at nationals, earned an offer 
from Nebraska. The only other 
school she visited was Minne- 


Ania Fillpdic competes fin tha 
spring boarcl at tha Seniatanc 
Geam mact caniiar this fl, 


sota, but she chose the Huskers. 

“A lot of it was that our club 
diving team practiced at the 
Devaney and my club coach is 
married to my current college 
coach, so having that familiarity 
with the coaches and the team 
really set me up well,” Filipcic 
said. “I felt like this was a good 
home for me.” 

Her freshman season consist- 
ed of 16 top-five finishes, nine 
of which were victories, and her 
season ended with 22nd place in 
the NCAA Championships. 

She was named the Big Ten 
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Diver of the Week once and 
Big Ten Freshman of the 
Week once. 

“T definitely had goals, 
but I didn’t have too high 
of expectations because I 
wasn’t really sure what I 
was getting into,” Filipcic 
said. “I did have a really 
good junior season the sum- 
mer right before coming 
to college, so that kind of 
boosted my confidence and 
made me think I could have 
an immediate impact on the 
team. But my season last 
year exceeded what I ex- 
pected of myself.” 

She had a shoulder injury 
that she battled through all 
season so she stayed away 
from the platform diving 
competitions. 

Thus far this season, Fil- 
ipcic has also stayed away 
from the platform due to a 
nagging wrist injury. 

“T think it would be ideal 
to do all three because po- 
tentially I could score more 
points for our team,” Filip- 
cic said. “In USA Diving, 
you see platform or spring- 
board specialists.” 

Chikina said that Filip- 
cic is working at increasing 
the level of difficulty on her 
dives so that she can poten- 
tially score higher at bigger 
meets and ultimately the 
NCAA Championships on 
March 19-21 in Greensboro, 
N.C. Filipcic said she has 
yet to try the harder dives in 
competitions. 

“T am getting to the point 
where I consistently do the 
dives I have been practicing 
well,” Filipcic said. “Now I 
am working on the harder 
ones and trying to consis- 
tently do them well. I enjoy 
pushing myself and seeing 
what I am capable of. 

“Natasha is looking 
ahead to qualifying for the 
Olympic Trials in a couple 
years when I will need to be 
doing these.” 
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the results come solely from judges? 
things and don’t like certain things. It can be kind of frustrating 
AF: For our dual meets and invites, it’s just the coach- 
are certain standards you want to try to meet. You can look at 


AF: It’s kind of interesting because it’s not like gymnastics 
sometimes because they don’t always agree with each other or 
es, but in conference and NCAAs they bring in judges. 

the international girls that are diving, you can base things off that. 


® 
| 0 Sophomore Diver 
Is it ever frustrating competing in a sport where 
where they take off tenths. It’s really just a rating of the 
dive that’s subject to opinion. The judges look for certain 
like certain things you do. 
Do you have a scouting report on what each par- 
ticular judge is looking for going into a meet? 
Some of them | was kind of familiar with because |’d seen 
them before in USA Diving. You typically do kind of know. There 
What’s the most embarrassing thing that’s ever 
happened to you on the diving board? 
AF: There are probably so many. It’s always embarrass- 


ing if you smack on a stupid dive, something that should 

be easy and you do all the time. Sometimes there is a 
momentary lapse in focus, you get distracted or something and 
end up flat on your stomach. Also, sometimes you are on the 
board and your legs give out. You flail and look ridiculous. 


Who’s the funniest person on the team? 

AF: There are a lot of really funny people on the swim 
and dive team. Right now, because I see her so often, 
I would have to say my No. 1 funniest person is Fran- 
cesca (Giganti) who is a freshman diver just because 


some of the things that come out of her mouth are really 
funny. 


What do you do in your free time? 

AF: I don’t typically have a lot of free time. I’m taking 
a lot of classes right now, and |’m also a music major, 
so when | do have time, |’m basically practicing my 
instrument. 


What instrument do you play? Are you in the 
band? 
AF: I play the French horn, but I’m not in the marching 
band. I’m in the orchestra. 
When did you start playing? 
JH: I started playing in fifth grade. My elementary 
school was an arts magnet, so | started playing the 


violin in second grade, and they constantly have you 
doing different stuff. 


Do you ever get 
nervous up on 
the diving board? 
AF: Yes. I think ev- 
erybody gets ner- 
vous, no matter how much 
anyone tries to deny it. It’s 
just a matter of how people 
handle those nerves. |’m get- 
ting better at it. There are 
some times where | feel kind 
of overwhelmed, and | let the 
nerves get to me a little bit, 
but | think I’m getting better 
at focusing on what I’m doing 
right now, dive by dive. 


What does she 

say? 

AF: When it comes 

down to it, there 

are always going 
to be people who don't lis- 
ten to someone who's just 
a sophomore. They just feel 
like with what they're doing, 
they don’t need any extra 
help or leadership. At the end 
of the day, it’s up to them do 
the work or not, but | would 
like them to listen to me. 


Is that kind 
of rare to 
be a music 
major and 
an athlete? 
AF: I think I’m the only ath- 
lete who is a music major. 
| talked to this freshman 
wrestler the other day who 
said he is a music minor, 
but I’ve never seen him 
around. | think it is pretty 
rare, but there are some 
around. | heard of a football 
player at a different college 
who is tuba player. 


~As interviewed by Huskers 
Illustrated’s Lanny Holstein 
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“Certainly not,” Albrecht 
said. “I was not that good with 
defense in the back row.” 

But Albrecht showed the 
skills Cook was looking for 
and moved immediately into 
a spot in the back row. Al- 
brecht, a 6-footer from North 
Aurora, Illinois, has been 
close to the team lead in both 
digs and serve receive all sea- 
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son. 

“At my old school, my 
coach was huge on serve re- 
ceive,” Albrecht said. “Com- 
ing in, I was just hoping that 
was something I could do in 
college because it’s a whole 
different world here.” 

Albrecht did it, and she did 
it well. 

“T think she’s somebody 
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who can really help us as she 
gets more and more comfort- 
able.” Cook said earlier this 
season. “I like her mentality. 
She has to learn the value of 
each point. Right now, she’s 
dialed in on about every third 
point. It’s a matter of learning 
you have to be really good 
technically in your funda- 
mentals.” 
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Albrecht has gotten a 
few kills this season, most 
of those out of back-row at- 
tacks. That’s one area where 
Cook has been waiting for 
someone to step up. 

“She can bring it and she 
moves it,” Cook said. “When 
she times it right, she’s pretty 
effective even though she’s a 
smaller outside hitter. When 
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2014 Nebraska Volleyball Schedule 


Aug. 23, 2014 


Aug. 29, 2014 
Aug. 31, 2014 


Sept. 5, 2014 
Sept. 6, 2014 
Sept. 6, 2014 


Sept. 12, 2014 
Sept. 13, 2014 
Sept. 17, 2014 
Sept. 20, 2014 
Sept. 24, 2014 
Sept. 27, 2014 
Oct. 3, 2014 

Oct. 4, 2014 

Oct. 10, 2014 
Oct. 11, 2014 
Oct. 15, 2014 
Oct. 18, 2014 
Oct. 22, 2014 
Oct. 26, 2014 
Oct. 31, 2014 


Nov. 5, 2014 
Nov. 8, 2014 
Nov. 12, 2014 
Nov. 16, 2014 
Nov. 19, 2014 
Nov. 22, 2014 


Nov. 26, 2014 
Nov. 29, 2014 
NCAA Tourney 
Dec. 4-6, 2014 
Dec. 13-14, 2014 | TBD 
Dec. 18, 2014 
Dec. 20, 2014 


Cal Ss 


Red-White Game | Devaney Center | White 3-1 


AVCAShowease || 

ESTO 
3002 
Flyer-Raider Invite a i 

TERE] 
W342 
W306 
Ameritas Players [Challenge =| 

TENCE] 
W306) 
Wes (62) 
152169) 
ETT) 
W306) 
W103) 
6320-4 
TESTE) 
15-0005 
W300) 
13109 


TBD - Semifinals | OklahomaCityOK | TBA 


Championship 


Oklahoma City | 6:35 p.m. 


(setter Mary Pollmiller) sets 
her, there is never going to be 
three blockers on her so she’s 
always going to have gaps. 
The defense is going to be 
moving. That’s where she can 
get kills. We just have to be 
lower error on it.” 

Albrecht comes from a dif- 
ferent kind of a background. 
She was home schooled, but 
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also played for the Illinois 
Crusaders, a team made up 
of other home-schooled ath- 
letes. 

With Albrecht, the Crusad- 
ers won national home school 
titles her final three years af- 
ter finishing second her fresh- 
man season. 

Albrecht was rated the No. 
65 recruit in the nation by Pre- 


pVolleyball.com her senior 
year when she chose Nebras- 
ka over schools like Rutgers 
and Northwestern. Of course 
Cook had an advantage in re- 
cruiting her because both her 
mother Lynne (Omaha) and 
father Jim (Sterling) are from 
Nebraska. 

“They kind of knew the 
campus and knew a lot about 
the area,” Albrecht said. “Plus 
a lot of my extended family is 
around here.” 

When the Huskers play at 
home, Albrecht has an nice 
rooting section that includes 
her extended family. 

No doubt her family mem- 
bers have been glad to see Al- 
brecht contributing so much 
the the Huskers. 

Albrecht said she didn’t 
expect to play this much this 
early in her college career. 

“1m definitely surprised 
to get that,” Albrecht said. 
“T think it’s just coming to 
practices every day, coming 
in with the mindset you’re 
going to get better and help 
the team out no matter what 
it takes. I guess they needed 
somebody for that position so 
I just worked for it.” 

The best is likely yet to 
come for Albrecht. She had a 
career-high 20 digs in a win 
over then-No. 3 Penn State 
Oct. 3. 

Cook noticed how well she 
had been playing that week, 
and he mentioned it to trainer 
Jolene Emricson. 

“(One day) in practice she 
had a really good practice, 
and I said to Jolene, ‘Man, 
Annika was really good to- 
day,” Cook told reporters. 
“She goes, ‘Yeah, she got 
contacts.”’ 

Albrecht just wants to do 
her best and contribute to the 
team any way she can. 

“Tt’s been great,” she said. 
“IT love the team. They wel- 
comed the four of us fresh- 
man and took us into the 
Husker family.” 
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EX-HUSKERS WIN WORLD TITLE 
Team USA had a distinct Husker feel- 
ing to it recently at the FIVB World Cham- 
pionships in Italy. Former Huskers Kayla 
Banwarth, Jordan Larson-Burbach and 
Kelsey Robinson helped the USA team 
win its first-ever gold medal in any of the 
three major international volleyball events. 
Larson-Burbach started the champion- 
- ship match against China on Oct. 12 and 
finished with four kills and two ace serves. 
_ Banwarth started at libero throughout the 
re final rounds of the tournament. 
| “Tt’s historic for USA volleyball,” John 
Cook said of the win by the U.S. team. 
| | “They’ve never done very well in the 

World Championships. We’re two years 

_ out from the Olympics so this is the mid- 
~_ cycle of who’s the best volleyball team in 
~ the world.” 

Many may have missed the fact that 

. three former Huskers were on the team. 

_ Cook said a day after the title that the sig- 
nificance had not yet set in. 

“We try to be the best in everything we 
do and prepare these girls to go on and be 
in those situations,” Cook said. “For them 
to have success, and I know how hard those 
guys work and how much they care about 
it, it’s a great reflection on Nebraska, our 
program and the support we have here.” 

_ Cook was wondering how many people 
| even knew about it a day after the USA 
team claimed the title. 

“The problem is nobody hears about it 
and knows about it because it’s happening 
in Italy,” Cook said. “I get a text last night 
that they won. It’s not mainstream here, 
but it’s a huge accomplishment and it gives 
them confidence now and hope they’ll be 
ranked No. 1 in the world going into the 
Olympics which will be in Brazil and will 
be tough. Those guys are going to have a 
ton of confidence coming off that.” 


of 


SETTING THE MIDDLES 
Cook would like to see more production 
from the Husker middle hitters. A lot goes 
_ into setting the middles. It all starts with a 
| good pass to the setter. When the passes 
| are off and the team is out of system, it be- 


2 SEE ES are 


Mary Pollmiller, 
sets'middle Cecilia 
Hall during the 
Ohio State, match. 


comes impossible to set the middles. 

As of Oct. 13, Cecilia Hall was hitting 
.205, Kira Larson .214, Meghan Haggerty 
.244 and Melanie Keil .326. Cook said 
they all have their strengths and weak- 
nesses. Larson is good hitting off one leg. 
Haggerty has had some good nights even 
though her percentage is lower than Cook 
would like. Keil, Cook said, is dynamic 
and an explosive offensive player. 

Hall, who had played in just nine 
matches at that time, might have the most 


potential. 
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“Ceci to me is the prototype middle we 
need in the Big Ten,” Cook said. “She can 
block. She can hit. She’s big. She’s really 
smooth moving. But for whatever reason 
Ceci hasn’t been getting it done in prac- 
tice.” 

So that leaves Cook with four middles, 
all with their different strengths. 

“That’s why we play them all. I think 
they call can help us,” Cook said. “ I have 
no problem playing all four of them.” 


COOK MISSES PEARL JAM CON- 
CERT 

The Huskers were on the road to Michi- 
gan State on Oct. 9 when Pearl Jam played 
at the PInnacle Bank Arena. Cook is a huge 
Pearl Jam fan, and even had backstage 
passes. Since he couldn’t go, he gave the 
passes to his son. 

“They’re a great team,” Cook said of 
Pearl Jam. “They’ve been together for a 
long time. They play great music and they 
put on a great show. They’re not dropping 
out of the ceiling and doing all that stuff. 
It’s just great music and they connect with 
fans. Eddie Vetter is a great, great perform- 
er and has a great way of connecting.” 

Cook said he hopes he can catch a Pearl 
Jam concert sometime in the future, but 
the Huskers played very well in the win 
over Michigan State the next night and that 
made it all worthwhile. 

“Friday night was definitely worth miss- 
ing Pearl Jam for,” Cook said. “I’m telling 
you, going to Michigan State is always an 
adventure.” 


BIG TEN IS A MEAT GRINDER 

Purdue was leading the Big Ten 
through Oct. 13 with a perfect 6-0 re- 
cord, but Purdue had compiled that mark 
against the bottom portion of the con- 
ference. Defending national champion 
Penn State already had two losses at that 
time, as did the Huskers. Such is life in 
the Big Ten. 

“T haven’t seen Maryland and Rutgers 
and we’ve seen Iowa,” Cook said. “From 
there on, everybody is good. I mean every- 
body is really good.” 
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